





THE 


RELIGIOUS MONITOR, 


AND 


EVANGELICAL REPOSITORY. 


MAY, 1834, 





Arr. I. Onthe Difference and Agreement between the Love of the Father 
to Christ, and Christ's Love to his People. 


«* As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you.”’ John xv. 9. 


As the love of Christ to his people shines so conspicuous through 
the whole gospel, so the Holy Ghost employeth a great variety of si- 
militudes to express it: but they all fail to declare fully its excellency 
and greatness. 

It is compared to the love of an affectionate and faithful husband. 
“Thy Maker is thy husband.” Again: “ The Lord delighteth in thee, 
and thy land shall be married.” But here the metaphor fails us, in gene- 
ral, in two respects. First, ‘‘Christ loved the Church, and gave himself 
for it, an offering, and a sacrifice of a sweet smelling savour to God. 
Secondly, The relation is eternal. ‘I will betroth thee unto me for 
ever.” 

To the love of an affectionate parent. “Asa father pitieth his chil- 
dren, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.” But Christ displays his 
love in really pardoning and giving suitable solace in time, and in the 
rich inheritance which he purchased for, and gives to them forever. 
“He will bring many sons to glory, being made perfect through suf- 
ferings.” 

The love of Christ surpasseth that of an affectionate mother. ‘Can 
a woman forget her sucking child, from having compassion on the son of 
her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I 
have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; and thy walls are ever 
before me.” 

To the relation and love of a brother. But, “ None can by any means 
redeem his brother from death, nor give to God a ransom for him. The 
redemption of the soul is precious, and ceaseth forever,” if it had not 
been accomplished by ‘the precious blood of Christ.” 

Christ’s love is compared to the care and tenderness of a shepherd. 
‘He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, he shail gather the lambs with 
his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that 
are with young.” But here, again, he exceeds the metaphor. “I am 
the good she Reet the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” 

Not to multiply particulars, Christ is compared to a skilful and sympa- 
thizing physician. “He healeth the broken in heart, and tenderly bind- 
eth up: all their wounds.” But the medicine expresseth the greatness of 
his love. ‘‘ With his stripes [bruises]we are healed.” 
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Thus, as these and other similitudes do not fully declare the greatness 
of Christ’s love, he compares it to the love of the Father to himself. “Ag 
the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you.” 

We have contemplated the love of the Father to Christ, and Christ’s 
love to his people. As an additional we may contemplate the harmony 
between these two. But here it is necessary to observe, that they are 
not in all respects parallel. It is therefore necessary to show: 

First, Wherein the love of the Father to Christ, and Christ’s love to 
his people differ: and, 

Secondly, Explain wherein they agree. ; 

The proper illustration of these two heads of doctrine from the Holy 
Scriptures, will present us some of the distinguishing properties and ex- 
cellencies of Christ’s love. 

Part I].—First, We shall show wherein the love of the Father to 
Christ. and Christ’s love to his people differ. They do so in the follow- 
ing particulars : 

1. The love of the Father to the Son is as natural, necessary, and 
complete, as his love is to himself. And the reason is plain. The Sor 
possesseth all the divine perfections, in their full glory, equally with the 
Father himself. “He who was made in the form of a servant was essen- 
tially in the form of God, and thought it no robbery to be equal with God.” 
Indeed, there is an interpretation that deadens one of these expressions, 
and quite inverts the other. “In the form of God,” some tell us, cannox 
express the divine nature, but only a resemblance of it. But will it not 
be as good an argument that the “ form of a servant,” and “the fashion 
of a man,” doth not signify the human nature, but only a similitude, an 
apparition, something that looks like it?’ And these words, “he counted 
it no robbery to be equal with God,” is what they turn into quite another 
meaning: that he did not “do that robbery,” as to make himself equal 
with God.” But the Apostle is there giving us both an example and an 
argument of lowliness of mind. For he saith, “ Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, who was in the form of God, and took on 
him the form of a servant.” According to their notion, to set up for a 
God would have been the vilest thing possible. Aiming at such a robbe- 
ry as this, lost the fallen angels their seats in heaven. And is this ali 
that can be said of Christ Jesus, that he was not so wicked as they ? 
None of the angels or saints that are in heaven, or upon earth, run into 
a robbery of making themselves equal with God: so that they had no 
need of him for an example, in a case where there was not the least dan- 
ger of their going wrong. 

To return, Christ himself said, ‘‘I am in the Father and the Father in 
me. He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.” Thus, the Father, 
naturally and necessarily loves those divine perfections that are in him- 
self. For the Son is the brightness of his glory, and the express charac- 
ter of his substance. 

The Son was under no necessity of nature or condition to love any of 
mankind sinners. As he possessed fully all the perfections of divinity, in 
a distinct personality, so he was consummately perfect, and happy in the 
enjoyment of all the immediate manifestations of his Father’s love.— 
Therefore, no reason, without himself, can be assigned for loving his 
oa This he himself declared of old. “I have loved you, because I 
oved you.’ 

2. The love of the Father to Christ is deserved love. We do not 
mean that the Son purchased the Father’s love. No: this is impossible ; 
but that the Son is an object highly worthy of it. And that on several 
accounts: First, he hath personal excellencies: as he is the Son of God, 
having all the fullness of the godhead, as has been observed: and as he 
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is Emmanuel, having human nature in the highest degree of purity and 
perfection: and, lastly, having a superabundant unction of the Holy 
Ghost. “God gave not the Spirit by measure unto him.” Thus he is 
fair, fair above all the children of men. 

Secondiy, The Son hath acquired worth. The Father hath an infinite 
complacential love, and delight, in all the branches of his meditation, par- 
ticularly in his death. “ Therefore doth my Father love me, because I 
lay down my life that [ may take it —, This was a most distin- 
—s evidence of his submission to his Father’s will; of love to his 

ather’s glory ; of zeal for the salvation of his chosen people. He did 
and suffered all that was necessary for accomplishing the Father's ad 
cious purposes in bringing them to glory. Thus the Father speaks of him 
and to him, in the whole compass of his character and work. ‘“ This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

The love of Christ to his people is entirely free, and undeserved. In- 
deed, if it had not been so, he would not have loved them at all. To af- 
firm that the Father chose his people, and that the Son engaged to save 
them, from their foreseen faith so repentance, is contrary to the whole 
current of Scripture. Holiness is not the cause, but the fruit of election. 
As saith the Apostle, ‘“‘ The Father hath chosen us in Christ, before the 
foundation of the world, that we migt be holy, and without blame before 
him in love.” Correspondent to this, believers are called in time, “Elect, 
{that is, effectually called,) according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience, and the 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus.”’ 

But they were viewed as under a sentence of death—“ alienated from 
the life of God, enemies in their minds by wicked works.” These were 
foils to set off the free and undeserved nature of the Son’s love. “He 
died for sinners, for the ungodly.” For the vilest of the vile he died, 
even for the “chief of sinners.” 

The freedom of his love is displayed in the declarations, calls, and pro- 
mises of the gospel. To affirm that these suppose some good qualitica- 
tions in the persons to whom they are made, according to the Arminian 
pride and vanity, is quite wrong. 

Had Adam and his wife any good qualifications when they hid them- 
selves from the presence of the Lord God, among the trees of the gar- 
den? And when he told them that the seed of the woman should bruise 
the head of the serpent, which in the style of the gospel is, the prince of 
this world is judged. Had the people in the old world any good quali- 
fications? God himself said, “The end of all flesh is come before me: 
for the earth is filled with violence through them: and behold I will de- 
stroy them from the earth.” And yet they were the objects of Noah’s 
ministry. Had Abram any good qualifications, when God called him 
from idolatry, and blessed him? Did not God, by his prophets, address 
the greatest sinners? Saith he, “Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, 5 Fas be as white as 
snow: though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

John the Baptist addressed his hearers as the vilest of sinners. “O, 
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come?’ Christ himself wept over Jerusalem, and said: “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not.” 

In fine, the revelation is closed with the most extensive, unlimited, and 

nerous invitation. “The Spirit and the bride say, come. And let 

im that heareth say, come. And let him that is athirst, come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” 
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Thus you see, that the Arminians, by trying to support their vile opin- 
ion, have to fight against the whole Bible. 

But, they may be told, that faith and repentance, which they consider 
as necessary prerequisites in those to whom the promises of the gospel are 
addressed, are as freely given as pardon and eternal life. 

Saith the Apostle, “By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” And Christ is “exalted to give 
repentance,” as well as “the forgiveness of sins.” 

3. The love of the Father to Christ is reciprocal love. That is, there 
is no love lost between them. It is equally sincere, fervent, and un- 
changeable in both. The Father repeatedly declares his infinite love to, 
and delight in his Son. “Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine 
elect, in whom my soul delighteth. This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.’’ ‘This love of the Father, receives a full and suitable 
return from the love of the Son; both as he is the Son of God, and as 
Emmanuel, the mediator of the covenant. “I have kept my Father’s com- 
mandments, and abide in his love. I do always those things that please 
him.” 

We can never make suitable returns to Christ, of love for love. His 
love is infinite, our love is finite. His love is strong and fervent, ours 
often very weak and cold. His love is unchangeable, ours not so. His 
love is entirely free, our love to him is in the rear of a thousand kind- 
nesses. 

In fine, Christ hath brought his poople under a debt of love to himself, 
which they cannot clear off to all eternity. Will this be any abatement 
to their happiness? No. In heaven they will be ravished with a view 
of Christ’s wounds, which are so many glasses into his affections. And 
the glorified eye will wander at large in that field of love. The saints 
will perpetually contemplate, and be solaced with Christ’s love, and em- 
ploy their own, proceeding in an eternal circle of love for love. 

4. The Father’s love to Christ, and Christ’s love to his people, differ 
in their evidences. As the Father appointed the Son to be the mediator 
of the covenant, and as the Son himself engaged as the surety, to confirm 
the covenant by his own blood, and thus purchase the salvation of a cho- 
sen people: so the Father gave him the promise of qualifications for his 
uk assistance in it, acceptance of it, and reward for it. 

Accordingly, he displayed both his faithfulness and his love. ‘He 
prepared him a body :” that is, a human nature. “He gave not the 
Spirit by measure unto him:” that is, suitable to the greatness of his per- 
son, and the importance of his work. “ His mercy and his faithfulness 
were with him.” He accepted the atonement, gave the discharge, and 
bestowed the reward. “He raised him from the dead, and gave him 

lory.” 

The Son displayed his love to his people in ways quite different, as has 
been declared. He engaged as their surety, assumed their nature, gave 
the last and best edition of the gospel, wrought miracles of mercy, left 
them a perfect example of holiness, paid their debt, vanquished their en- 
emies, pleads their cause within the vail, and will at last return, “ and 
receive them to himself, that where he is they may be also.” 

5. The Father’s love to Christ, and Christ’s love to his people differ 
in the degree of manifestation. As the Son possesseth all the fulness of 
divinity, so he is capable of receiving and enjoying the highest degree of 
the manifestation of the Father’s love. The nature of this love, the 
manner and degree of manifestation is what no finite being can conceive 
orexpress. If we can have any idea of the felicity of Deity. it consists 
in the mutual love of the Father and the Son, with the Spirit. Christ 
is “the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father.” And 
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what is said of the omniscience of God, may be affirmed of his love.— 
“No man knoweth who the Son is but the Father, and who the Father 
is but the Son.” That is, there is that in the Son which none but the 
Father knows: and there is that in the Father, (viz. his love,) which to 
Christ’s uncreated nature lies open. 

Nay, though Christ’s human nature be finite, limited, and dependent, 
it is capable of receiving and enjoying greater degrees of manifestations 
of the Father’s love, than any finite nature not so intimately united to 
God. Thus, “God gave not the Spirit by measure unto him.” “ He is 
anointed with the oil of gladness above his fellows.” ‘That is, above 
those who were types of him in his several officers; and above all be- 
lievers, who, in an inferior degree, are his fellows, being “ made kings 
and priests unto God.” 

Believers cannot receive the highest degree of the display of Christ’s 
glory and love. ‘Thus saith the spouse, “He brought me into his ban- 
queting house, and his banner over me was love. Stay me with flagons, 
comfort me with apples; for [ am sick of love.” 

There is a glory in Christ’s divine nature, or person, which would 
overwhelm the most enlarged finite capacity. ‘“ A horror of great dark- 
ness fell upon Abram when God talked with him,” and gave him the co- 
venant. He said to Moses, ‘‘ Thou canst not see my face, for there shall 
no man see me and live.” When God spoke to him, it was out of a 
cloud.” Nay, when “the cloud covered the tent of the congregation, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle, Moses was not able to 
enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” Thus it was when the 
Lord took possession of the temple. “The priests could stand to minis- 
ter by reason of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord had filled the house 
of God.” When the Son gave a vision of his future incarnation, the sera- 
phim covered their faces and their feet; and Isaiah said, “Wo is me! 
for I am undone.” 

Nay, Christ’s body is capable of receiving a glory that our eyes can- 
not behold. When he was transfigured before his disciples, “his face 
did shine as the Sun.” It is said, “the fashion of his countenance was 
altered.” Though they knew him to be the same persun, yet the lustre 
of his face was new to them, “and his raiment was white and glistering,” 
as if it had been full of an inward glory, and prepared to send out the 
rays that it contained. He appeared as if he had been in the environs of 
his own country. Human nature could not bear this. It so wasted the 
spirits of Peter and his company, that they were “heavy with sleep.” 
It was living too fast. The attraction, the drain of such a vision, was too 

eat for these houses of clay. And they just awoke to see Moses and 
Elias, who appeared in glory, and talked with him. Nay, “there came 
a cloud and overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered into 
the cloud. And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my 
beloved Son, hear him.” When Saul was going to Damascus, and 
Christ spoke to him, “there shined a light round about him from heaven. 
He could not see for the glory of the light.” When he was “caught up into 

dise, he heard words that were not possible for man to utter.”” When 
ohn saw Christ in his glory, he saith, “I fell at his feet as dead.” 

From all these particulars it is evident that human nature cannot bear 
up, under the full manifestations of Christ’s glory and love. Indeed, the 
Apostle saith, ‘‘ We shall see him as he is.” We shall behold him in the 
splendor of his countenance, the ensigns of his majesty, the mystery of 
his titles, and the memorial of a past crucifixion.” “His eyes are as a 
flame of fire, and on his head are many crowns.” “ He is clothed with 
a vesture dipped in blood.” But the view of him must be still suitable 
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to a finite, limited capacity. For, “he has a name written that no man 
knows but himself.” And his declared character “is the word of God.” 

Part Il.—Having thus shown wherein the love of the Father to 
Christ, and Christ’s love to his people differ, we proceed to show, second- 
ly, wherein they agree. Here we observe, 

1. Both are eternal. Without any beginning. We have them men- 
tioned together in that delightful passage, which has been repeatedly quot- 
ed. Says the Son himself, “1 was set up [that is, by the Father,] from 
everlasting. Then | was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him. 
And then | was rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth, and my de- 
lights were with the sons of men. When on earth, he appealed to his 
Father, as an equal, when pleading for his people, and for no more than 
his due. “Father, I will that they also whom thou hast given me be 
with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” 
And, with regard to his peuple, he saith, “I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love; therefore, with loving kindness have I drawn thee.” 

2. The Father's love to Christ is real and sincere. 'To suppose that 
there is the least degree of dissimulation in it, is dishonorable to the God 
of truth. But he has confirmed the sincerity of his love with all the so- 
lemnity of anoath. ‘Once have I sworn by my holiness, that I will not 
lie unto David.” All the evidences that the Father gave of his love to 
Christ, in time, and at last raising him to a throne, and crowning him 
with glory and honor, are proofs of a glorious sincerity. 

The same may be affirmed of Christ’s love to his people. He always 
proclaimed this. Every sermon, breath, and step that he took, gave an 
undeniable testimony to his goodness. But, if words and miracles will 
not do, let his death convince us. “Iam the good shepherd; the good 
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” The death of Christ is too much 
for a dissembled kindness. ‘“ By this we perceive the love of God, be- 
cause he laid down his life for us.” 

Farther: Is not this enough to make us believe that he is in earnest, in 
the offering he makes of the happiness that he died for? There is a 
goodness in his heart to sustain all the invitations of his gospel. “He 
hath loved us, and given himself for us.” The latter vindicates and com- 
pletes the former. Every argument is rolled in blood to make it stronger. 
“The love of Christ constraineth us, because we judge that he died for 
us.” 

3. The love of the Father to Christ is fervent love. Christ is “his 
dear Son.” “The Son of the Father in truth and love.” Thus saith the 
Father himself: “I will make him my first born, higher than the kings of 
the earth.” 

All the branches of Christ’s mediation are undeniable proofs of the 
great fervency of his love to his people. Though from eternity he hada 
full prospect of all the humiliation, sufferings, and death that he must 
submit to, “ He engaged his heart [quieted his soul by suretyship engage- 
ments] to approach unto God.” He declared his resolution to accom- 
plish his undertaking. “Lo, I come.” On earth he said, “I have a bap- 
tism to be baptised with, and how am I straitened till it be accom- 
plished? To fis Father he said, “ For their sakes I sanctify [consecrate 
myself.” And to his enemies, “If ye seek me, let these go their way.’ 
In fine, heaven adores the evidence he gave of his affection. “Thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood.” 

4. The Father hath a love of complacency in Christ. “Behold my 
servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth.” He 
declared this at his baptism and transfiguration. “This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” Christ hath personal accomplishments and 
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acquired worth, as was formerly observed, therefore hc is the immediate 
object of the Father’s complacential delight. 

Christ, having clothed his people with the robe of righteousness, and 
the garments of salvation, “they are the excellent on the earth, in whom 
he placeth all his delight.” ‘ The king’s daughter is all glorious within, 
her garments are of wrought gold.” She hath that which the King him- 
self delighteth to honor. ‘To adopt the language of the song of Solomon, 
saith Christ, “'Thou hast vie’ my heart, [taken away my heart] my 
sister, my spouse, thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, 
with one chain of thy neck. The King is held in the galleries.” Once 
more, “I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse; | have gath- 
ered my myrrh with my spice, I have eaten my honey-comb with my 
honey: I have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, O friends; drink, 
yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.” 

But, to lay aside the language of metaphor: Christ takes pleasure in 
admitting his people to communion with himself, “which is an exchange of 
love between him and us. On his part, he engageth our graces, pours 
afresh into our comforts, and draws us out after himself. On our part, 
it is promoted, in due desires towards him, admiration of him, for the 
glory of his nature, the lowness of his condescension, for what he is, and 
what he does. It sometimes rises into assurances that he is ours, and we 
are his; and these are still more powerful as the soul flies up with them 
into a better world, where we shall not only have a glory from Christ, 
but a glory with Christ.’’* 

His people shall be “ before the throne of God, and serve him day and 
—_— in his temple ; and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them.’ 

5. The Father’s love to Christ is unchangeable. Like his nature, “It 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.” Thus he spake in prophe- 
cy, “ My faithfulness and mercy [love] shall be with him.” “He was 
faithful who promised.” He sent angels to sing him into the world, 
where he came to die, to guard him down to Egypt and back again, to 
minister to him in the wilderness, and strengthen him in the .garden. 
And as has been repeatedly observed, the Father himself declared his 
love to him at his baptism, and transfiguration. Nay, in the hour of his 
distress, when it pleased the Lord to bruise him, he was then very dear 
to the divine majesty. “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I 
lay down my life that I may take it again.” Even then there were visi- 
ble and awful evidences of the Father’s love. ‘“ When he died, nature 
itself groaned under a thick darkness, the sun was hid, the sky covered, 
the rocks rent, the graves opened, the earth shook, the temple unfolded, 
and the veil of it rent in twain, at the fall of him who was greater than 
the temple. And these poured arguments upon the centurion, to make 
him cry out “ Verily this was the Son of God.” 

Lastly, By taking him from a cross and a grave, and placing him at 
his right hand, the Father proved that his love was immoveable. 

Here it is proper to observe, that though the Father was carrying on 
a design of satisfaction, and therefore must have a full security to the 
glory of his justice ; at the same time, he had no disgust at Christ’s per- 
son. They were united closely in nature, love, communion, and interest. 
Thus, when the Son was on the brink of the pit, he said, “Father, the 
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son ft om may glorify thee.” 

Christ’s love to his people is unchangeable. “He rests [is silent] in 
his love.” “ Jesus having loved his own, which were in the world, he 
loved them to the end.” Being “the offscouring of the world does not 
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break the relation. If our graces be not hindered by afflictions, how 
should they be any interruption to his love? Nay, “ Whom the Lord 
loveth, he chasteneth.”’ 

This surmise often starts up in the troubled soul, “that if Christ had 
any love towards him, his lot would have been smoother in this world. 
He looks like a forlorn, desolate person. Such a long train of afflic- 
tions, speaks some disgust of Providence. Certainly a Saviour’s heart 
would have taken up sooner, or given a chastisement of a gentler sort.” 
When this is your opinion, bring it to the words of Christ himself. “ As 
the Father hath loved me, so have | loved you.” ‘He endured the 
contradiction of sinners,” and the Father’s displeasure too, “ against him- 
self.” But still he was no outcast or enemy. The relation was never 
broken, though it was sometimes clouded. He was still “ the only begot- 
ten Son, in the bosom of the Father.” 

Thus it is with believers. No adversity can dissolve the mystical 
union, break the covenant, or extinguish the grace contained in it. Saith 
the Psalmist, ‘“‘ Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord, and 
teachest him out of thy law. That thou mayest give him rest from days 
of adversity, until the pit be digged for the wicked, for the Lord will not 
cast off for ever, nor will he forsake his inheritance. But judgment 
shall return unto righteousness, and all the upright in heart shall follow 
after it.” 

Christ’s sorrows were absolutely necessary for his satisfaction. Our’s 
are upon condition, “If need be.” And though no chastening for the 
present seemeth joyous, but grievous; nevertheless, it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” 

Therefore, when it is the will of Providence to give us a cup of af- 
fliction, let us remember, it is but the same that was put into our Sa- 
viour’s own hand. “'Though he were a Son, he suffered.” And the 
exhortation speaketh unto us as children, “ My Son, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him.” 

6. The Father's love to Christ is without end. As it had no beginning, so 
it will have no end. ‘There is a harmony of love between the Father 
and the Son, as he is God, and also as he is Mediator; and both these 
are seen by their sitting on the same throne of majesty, to reign jointly 
and harmoniously, for ever and ever. 

The Father sent the Son into the world upon the great errand of 
man’s redemption, and having finished the work that was given him to 
do, he received him back again, according to his own promise. “I will 
make him my first born, higher than the kings of the earth. My merc 
love] will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand wi 

im.” Accordingly, as he was obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross, so God highly exalted him, pany him, not above his per- 
sonal dignity and worth, but above all parallel,] and gave him a name 
which is above every name. That at the name of Jesus, [by faith in his 
name] every knee should bow, of beings in heaven, and beings in earth, 
and beings under the earth. And that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, [Jehovah] to the glory of God the Father.” 

The love of Christ to his people is also without end. It was without be- 
ginning, and it will be without end. ‘This is the express language of his 
own covenant, and oath. “In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for 
a moment}; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith 
the Lord thy Redeemer. For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: 
for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah shall no more go over the 
earth; so have I sworn that | will not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee: [that is, totally and finally as a judge and an enemy] “For the 
mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not 
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depart from thee; neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.” 

Christ said to his disciples, “I will come again, and receive you to 
myself, that where I am ye may be also.” Thus, “we shall be ever 
with the Lord.” ‘In his presence there is a fulness of joy; and at his 
right hand are pleasures forevermore.” What a happy eternity will the 
saints have with Christ! Then all his promises will be accomplished, and 
his prayers answered. 

e shall conclude with the words of Christ himself, which are quite 
> eng all our present thoughts and imaginations; but eternity will declare 
them. 

“ Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me ; 
for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. I have declared 


thy name, and will declare it: that the Jove wherewith thou hast loved 
me, may be in them, and I in them.” 


QUISLIBET. 


Art. II. Remarks on an Article, headed “ Repentance, a Tract, by the 
Rev. Alexander Bullions, D. D., Cambridge, New-York,” in the 7th 
and 8th Nos. of the present volume of the Monitor. 


Mr. Epiror,—Your Magazine is professedly “devoted to the princi- 
ples of the Reformation ;” from which I would understand, that any es- 
$ay or article, the direct and proper tendency of which, was to advance the 
knowledge of those principles, would fall within your plan; but that any 
thing of a contrary tendency, would not be admitted to a place in your 
columns. Of the general tendency of the remarks which I now submit, 
to advance some of the doctrines of the Reformation, I trust I am not 
mistaken. But of their particular appropriateness for your miscellany, I 
must leave you to judge, which I most cheerfully do. But whatever 
may be your judgment concerning them, I can assure you that they are 
written with the most sincere intention of promoting the cause of truth, 
and of vindicating some particular truths of the gospel, which I hope are 
precious to many of your readers. And although it is with diffidence 
that I submit these remarks, yet I do it under a full conviction that some 
defence, or at least some explanation, is necessary, respecting certain 
— lately presented to the public, in the pages of the Monitor. And 

hope that the very respectable individual who is the writer of the arti- 
cle to which I refer, will not feel himself hurt by being thus noticed. 
For it is my earnest desire, that in all I may say, I shall be so directed as 
neither to wound the feelings of an individual causelessly, or prejudice 
any of the precious truths of the gospel of salvation. I sincerely hope, 
that the tendency of these remarks will not contradict the intention with 
which they are written—that they will not turn the attention of any 
reader to any individual, but to the doctrines brought into view. 

Yours, &c. A Reaper. 


With the literary merits of the tract I do not intend to meddle, unless 
when it may be necessary in ascertaining the meaning of expressions 
which may occur. But I must confess, that when I saw the tract, ap- 
pearing among the original communications of the Monitor, with the 
writer's name and titles in full, by himself, | supposed the article 
must either exhibit some peculiarly clear and striking view of the Scrip- 

Vou. X. 46 





























































oe Wie ee 
> 





362 Remarks on “ Repentance.” 


ture doctrine of Repentance, or that the literary execution of it was such, 
as to challenge criticism; or else, why should the writer give his name 
and titles himself, in full, in a work where this was not the usual practice. 
But it is the sentiments which appear of injurious, or at least of doubtful 
tendency, which most concern us. 

I read the first part of the tract with as much attention and interest as 
I usually read the original articles, in the Monitor. And, although in it 
I did not find much to satisfy an awakened inquirer after the Scripture 
doctrine concerning the grace of repentance; yet I did not find much 
to offend against that “ sound speech, that cannot be condemned.” I am 
persuaded, however, that most serious persons, under a due feeling of 
reverence for the word of God, would be grieved to see the manner in 
which a sentiment from a heathen is introduced and confirmed—p. 208. 
The knowledge of sin, said an Epicurean philosopher, is the beginning of 
safety.” This, admit, may be understood in a sound sense. But thereis 
no sound sense in which it can be understood, but what the sentiment, 
which I hope was intended to be conveyed, could be found as well, if not 
better expressed by an inspired writer. And what reader, seeking for 
instruction in the things which belong to his eternal peace, would not 
feel more comfort, and rest with more confidence, in having his attention 
directed to the language of the word of God, than to the most rounded ex- 
pression of the most accomplished heathen that ever lived? But besides, 
the expression of the Epicurean, as it there stands, is susceptible of an 
erroneous meaning. There cannot even be legal repentance, for there 
can be no repentance at all, without the knowledge of sin ; for where the 
Holy Spirit gives repentance, he first brings sin to remembrance. And 
the Scripture no where warrants us to believe that there is any safety 
in that repentance which must be repented of. ‘The native tendency of 
ali iegal repentance is to ‘‘ work death.” 2 Cor. vii. 10. And the Seri 
ture most plainly assures the sinner, that there is no safety for him, while 
he is under sentence of condemnation. And this is the condition of every 
sinner, until he is in Christ Jesus, his only refuge. Rom. viii. 1. 

Again. ‘There is a knowledge of sin, which so far from being “ the 
beginning of safety,” directly hurls into the vortex of despair. Judas 
had come toa knowledge of his sin, when he returned to the chief priests 
and elders, and said, “I have sinned, in that I have betrayed the inno- 
cent blood.” And what did he do? “He went out and hanged himself.’”” 
Matth. xxvii. 4, 5. 

The expression, then, is dangerous, so far as it is calculated to lead the 
sinner to the conclusion that because he knows he has sinned, or is a sin- 
ner, he may take comfort to himself that he has attained to some degree 
of safety: at least he is in possession of the beginning of it. This we 
dare say is contrary to the experience of every true penitent, as well as 
to the word of God. The true penitent is convinced, that the beginning 
of his safety, his whole safety, and his only safety, is Christ Jesus. He 
knows he is a sinner—but this knowledge only shows him his danger. It 
does not even show him where nor what his safety is. And he never 
considers himself enjoying any safety until he is safely anchored on the 
Rock of ages. Hence, there is no sense in which the Epicurean could 
use the expression, which would be sound theology. And even in the 
mouth of a Christian it would be very doubtful and equivocal. But the 
confirmation of the expression is also exceptionable, and ought to be no- 
ticed, in an age like this, when there appears a general tendency to 
mix things divine and profane. ; ‘ 

“ This is as true as gospel.” If Dr. B. meant by this nothing more 
than to express his belief of the truth and applicability of the sentiment 
quoted, it is faulty as to the manner, and calculated to grieve serious 
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persons, who never think but with reverence and solemnity of the truth 
of the gospel of the Son of God. The expression is a proverbial phrase, 
used on the most trite and trifling occasions, by the profane, and such as 
scoff at the solemnity of the truth of the glorious gospel. And although 
serious people are in the habit of continually meditating upon and fre- 
quently speaking about the infallible truth of God, in the gospel offer of his 
Son for the salvation of perishing sinners—yet in doing so, they are ge- 
nerally found to avoid the language and phrases of the profane and the 
scoffer. Under certain circumstances, the utterance, or the manner of 
the utterance, of even a truth, by the irreligious, is unsavory to the peo- 

le of God. And on this account, their phrases and their language should 

e avoided, when treating of solemn and interesting subjects. But we 
are convinced this was a mere inadvertence in Dr. B. The sentiment 
quoted from the heathen is liable to convey error, and calculated to lull 
to rest the sinner, where the word of God assures him of no safety. And 
consequently, it is not “in doctrine, showing that sound speech which 
cannot be condemned.” 

But had it not been for the recurrence of frequent expressions in the 
latter part of the tract, which appear of still more doubtful and dangerous 
tendency, the writer of these remarks would not have considered himself 
called upon to defend, in this manner, what he considers important points 
among the principles of the Reformation—principles which he believes to 
be agreeable to and founded on the word of God. And I may here, 
once for all, remark, that I do not believe that Dr. B. himself entertains 
unsound sentiments on these points—-the principles of the church to which 
he belongs, and in which he has professed his belief—correct sentiments 
expressed in the same tract, and often almost in the next sentence, for- 
bid me to entertain a doubt as to the soundness of his own belief. But 
this, instead of diminishing, rather magnifies the danger. Unsound sen- 
timents, coming from a source where error is not suspected, and errone- 
ous expressions mixed up with sound scriptural language, are often more 
liable to mislead the unwary, than more palpable errors, under other cir- 
‘cumstances. And these, too, appearing in a work reputedly evangelical, 
increases their dangerous tendency. A few grains of arsenic is more 
dangerous, even when mixed up in a large dish of food, in itself whole- 
some, than many ounces unmixed in the apothecary’s jar. 

In page 240, where Dr. B. is giving an account of what Christ, as 
Mediator, has done, and is doing, he says: “ As a Priest, he has appeas- 
ed the anger of Jehovah, and has opened a way for the return of the 
guilty to his favor.” Now it is true, that Christ, as our great atonin 
High Priest, has reconciled God to his people—and that he has, ire 
himself, opened up a way of access, for guilty sinners of dam's family, 
to God. But still this would be but a partial statement of what Christ, 
as our great High Priest, has done for us guilty sinners of Adam’s race. 
And all such partial statements of Christ's work or offices, ought not to 
go forth alone. If not necessarily explained by the connection, some 
cautionary expressions should accompany the statement, showing that it 
was not intended as a summary one. And this is the more especially 
necessary, when a partial statement is made, in language which errorists 
are in the habit of using. Upon this ground we consider the expression 
quoted faulty, and calculated to convey error. ‘The Arminian and the 
Universalist would readily agree to it, and if taken as a summary state- 
ment of what Christ as a Priest has done, they would adopt it as their 
creed, without hesitation. 

Again, on the same page, speaking of legal repentance, Dr. B. says,— 
“In adults this [legal repentance] is properly the precursor and prepa- 
ration for evangelical repentance.’ And again, on the same subject, in 
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the next page, he says,—*“ Legal repentance may, and generally, if not 
uniformly, does precede faith,’ &c. Now it is true, that legal repent- 
ance may have existed in many elect persons, before either faith or evan- 
gelical repentance ; but it is also true that it may have appeared in many 
persons, in whom, neither faith, evangelical repentance, nor any other 
saving grace, ever existed. For there are, perhaps, few of the reprobate, 
hypocrites, or openly profane, unless sunk in the grossest heathen dark- 
ness, who have not, at some time or other, experienced the workings of 
legal repentance. But both the expressions quoted appear to intimate 
some kind of necessary connection between legal repentance and saving 
grace. ‘Tosay that “ Legal repentance is properly the precursor and the 
preparation for evangelical repentance, that it generally, if not uniformly 
does precede faith,” is calculated to lead into very important mistakes and 
errors concerning our own cases, or the cases of others with whom we 
may have to deal. Am I to take comfort to myself, or to administer it to 
others, because I or they have experienced some legal repentance for sin? 
Am I thence to conclude evangelical repentance will soon follow, because 
I have experienced its precursor, [its forerunner?] 1 am now in a state 
to receive gospel repentance, for I have experienced preparation, &c. 
Surely, if an inquiring and anxious soul could be sereenaed' thus to view 
legal repentance, its tendency would be to lead to fearful and fatal delu- 
sions. And from Dr. B.’s definition and other remarks concerning legal 
repentance, we are not at liberty to suppose that he has confounded legal 
repentance with such gracious convictions of sin, as shows us our absolute 
need of Christ and his salvation. For Dr. B. had defined it to be such as 
was found in reprobate men, as Cain and Judas. Surely in these instances, 
it was neither the precursor, nor the preparation of any grace at all.— 
But it was that sorrow of the world which worketh death. 2 Cor. vii. 10. 

In the sentence which commences at the foot of page 240, I have no 
doubt but the natural order and arrangements of the words convey a 
sense altogether different from what Dr. P. intended to express. The 
sentence reads thus: “It is a sight by faith of Christ as crucified, and of 
God as reconciled, that produces that kindly sorrow which true penitents 
feel, and which brings them to Christ.” 

Without troubling the reader with the grammatical rule that would re- 
quire the last which in the sentence to refer to the same word to which 
the preceding which does, viz., kindly sorrow, it is evident that this is the 
only connection which the words would bear, taking the sentence by it- 
self. I presume that by “that kindly sorrow which true penitents feel,” 
Dr. B. means godly sorrow for sin, or repentance itself. And it would 
then be to this, that the last which would naturally and grammatically re- 
fer: which would make the sentiment expressed be, that it is ‘ repent- 
ance or the kindly sorrow which true penitents feel, that brings them to 
Christ.” And although, as I have already said, I do not believe that Dr. 
B. entertains this sentiment, yet it is the sentiment expressed by his 
words. And the danger from it is nothing the less because it proceeds 
from an error in the use of language. But this is the more faulty as the 
error in doctrine which the words express, tends to subvert the whole 
gospel plan of: tion, is exceedingly congenial to the pride of the cor- 
rupt heart, and isea. ‘sively embraced by errorists of the present day. 
To teach that it is repentance, or the kind/y sorrow of true penitents, 
that bridgs them to Christ, is directly calculated to keep the sinner away 
from Christ until he should experience this sorrow: and thus to destroy 
free grace altogether in the gospel offer, as constituting the sinner’s war- 
rant to accept of Christ for life and salvation. 

If any person wishes to see this subject fully handled, and the unscrip- 
tural character and dangerous tendency of the above sentiment fairly set 
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forth, let them examine what is commonly called the Marrow controver- 
sy, as it was agitated in the Church of Scotland, a little before and about 
the time of the Secession. The principal papers connected with this 
controversy have been collected by the Rev. John Brown, of Whitburn, 
Scotland, and published in a smal] volume called Gospel Truth—repub- 
lished in this country by A. Munroe, Canonsburgh, Pa., 1827. 

Again: Under the head, “ Motives to repentance,” p. 243, the first 
motive is expressed in the following words: “ Till we repent we remain 
under God’s sentence of condemnation, and must perish.” We are 
bound to consider Dr. B. as here speaking of the individual grace of re- 
pentance. This, namely, the individual grace of repentance, was an- 
nounced in the beginning of the discourse as the subject to be treated of. 
And the rules of good writing forbid the use of the word under these cir- 
cumstances, in a different signification in the same discourse. And espe- 
cially when no notice is given of such achange. I make this remark, 
because there is no sense in which the word repentance can be under- 
stood in this sentence, consistent with its use in the preceding part of the 
discourse, that would make the sentiment expressed by the words, sound 
theology. The plain import of the expression, understanding the word 
repentance in the sense in which it had been used throughout the dis- 
course, would be, that repentance is the condition of our justification be- 
fore God, to the exclusion of the righteousness of Jesus Christ, imputed 
tous. And several expressions below would almost induce the belief, that 
Dr. B. had, by some unaccountable oversight, actually fallen into the 
sentiment. 

A little below, on the same page, and in the same connection, he says, 
“For till the heart is weaned from sin, it cannot accept of the grace of 
the gospel, or bow to the supremacy of God in the law, and thus remain- 
ing impenitent under the dominion of sin, cannot find admission into hea- 
ven, and is utterly unprepared for any of its enjoyments. Life and death, 
then, are suspended on repentance. Remaining impenitent we are con- 
demned ; repenting, our sins are blotted out, and we ourselves are 
saved.” Now what does all this mean, if it does not make repentance 
the sole condition of the pardon of sin, or the sinner’s justification! Ad- 
mission into heaven, capacity for its enjoyment, the pardon of sin, life 
and salvation, are all spoken of, and if they are sali to any thing, it is 
to repentance ; for there is not one word about the righteousness of Je- 
sus Christ. And what is justification, if it is not included in these? 
“ Pardon of sin,” and “admission into heaven,” or acceptance with God, 
is justification. But I shall have to refer to this passage again. 

Another expression which seems susceptible of no other interpretation 
than the above, we find on page 285, where he says, “In short it [re- 
pentance? for surely Dr. B. cannot mean that death does so,] opens, 
though not meritoriously, but by the gracious constitution of God, the 

ates of Paradise for the reception of the penitent.’ Now — what 
Sous this direct the sinner to * his hopes of heaven? Surely not on 
the merits of a crucified Redeemer. Very difierently does our Lord 
himself speak of the way to heaven. John xiv. 6. ‘Jesus saith unto 
him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no map, *gmeth unto the 
Father but by me.” 

And again, from the very next sentence, it would appear that Dr. B. 
supposed that repentance in man, and the exercise of mercy in God, were 
all that are involved in the salvation of the sinner. And that it is the re- 
pentance of the sinner which causes the mercy of God to flow. If this 
doctrine be true, where was the necessity for the sufferings and death— 
the justice-satisfying righteousness of the Son of God? If these passa- 
ges do not contain the very essence of Legalism and Arminianism, our 
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fathers of the Reformation, and of the Secession, the Erskines, the Wil- 
sons— to which list we may add the names of Boston, Hogg, and all the 
Marrow men, with many others of the same period, must have been la- 
boring in the dark, and contending for nothing. ‘The Westminster As- 
sembly has taught us, and we are persuaded on good scripture authority, 
that “the righteousness of Jesus Christ, imputed to us and received by 
faith,” is alone the ground of our justification, and consequently that b 
which God’s sentence of condemnation is removed. See also Rom. viil. 
1. “There is. therefore, now no condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus, &c.” Now itis faith that is the means or instrument of this rela- 
tion to Christ Jesus. And consequently the means or instrument of our 
justification. 

And Dr. B. has told us, page 241, correctly too, that “gospel repent- 
ance precedes not, but follows faith.” And page 240, “ There is a look- 
ing to Christ by the eye of faith, previous to mourning for sin.” But 
the first motive which he presents to the sinner to repent, places repent- 
ance not only before faith, as it respects the order in which the Holy 
Spirit bestows grace—but assigns to it the very place which, in the 
scheme of redemption, belongs to the justifying righteousness of Jesus 
Christ. Dr. B. does indeed cite, in support of the expression, Luke xiii. 
3 and 5. It is admitted, that without repentance man must perish; but 
it by no means follows from this, that repentance precedes justification, 
or that men remain under God’s sentence of condemnation till they repent. 
Besides the words except and ti// are very diflerent in their import. See 
Scott, Gill, Doddridge, &c. on the place. The other passage quoted from 
the same page, as coinciding in sentiment with this, is also chargeable with 
another errror, of an equally dangerous tendency. It not only places 
repentance before faith, but seems to make sanctification precede faith. 
“For,” says Dr. B., “till the heart is weaned from sin, it cannot accept 
of the grace of the gospel, or bow to the supremacy of God in the law.” 
Now what is “‘ weaning of the heart from sin,” but sanctification? And 
what is “accepting of the grace of the gespel,” but the exercise of 
faith? Can the sinner then not lay hold on Christ, as set before him in 
the gospel offer, until he has found his heart weaned from sin? In vain, 
then, is Christ in the gospel offered for sinners, if there can be no accept- 
ing of him, until the heart it weaned from sin. Where, then, is that free 
salvation, that free grace, that free gospel offer, of which we have been 
accustomed to read and hear, if there can be no accepting of it, until the 
connection between sin and the sinner, be dissolved ; until he finds himself 
holy? The only tendency of this doctrine is to keep the sinner forever 
from Christ. Because, if he is persuaded that he cannot claim Christ and 
his salvation as his, until he finds his heart weaned from sin, he will ne- 
ver find this while he has the gospel in his offer. For the heart can ne- 
ver be said to be fully weaned from sin, until sanctification is completed, 
and this is not till death. How different from this did Christ teach !— 
“], says he, am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance.” Matth. ix. 13. And how diflerent the gospel offer, invitation, 
and promise! “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and | will give you rest.” Matth. xi. 28. “Look unto me, and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth.” Isa. xlv. 22. See extracts from the Act of 
the Associate Presbytery concerning the doctrine of grace, and extracts 
from Boston’s Sermons, particularly the Gift of Christ to sinners of man- 
kind—the gospel order of repentance, as extracted in Gospel Truth. 

I trust Dr. B. will at once see the necessity of a speedy, frank, full 
and public retraction or correction of these expressions, so fraught with 
danger to the eternal interests of mankind. 

here are other passages in the tract upon which I had intended a 
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few remarks, particularly some of the asseverations under the head of the 
seasons of repentance. But perhaps | have extended them sufficiently to 
put the reader on his guard against the most dangerous expressions con- 
tained in the piece. ‘There is, however, a want in the discourse which I 
cannot pass without a brief notice. In the introductory part of it, Dr. B. 
tells us, in substance, that the essay would exhibit fully the Scripture 
view of the subject. But he does net any where in it show his readers 
where nor how this grace is to be sought or obtained: a want which 
would give a legal character to any essay which proposed to give a full 
view of the subject, however free from errors in other respects. An essay 
proposing to give a scriptural view of this subject, should, in a very spe- 
cial and particular manner, direct the sinner to look to and depend upon 
Jesus Christ for this grace. This is a point of the utmost importance in 
a discourse on this subject. ‘The sinner should be taught that the exhi- 
bition of Christ in the gospel offer, gives him a good and sufficient war- 
rant to look to Christ for the grace of repentance, as well as for his jus- 
tifying righteousness or sanctifying grace. And that as Christ will cer- 
tainly give to all God’s elect, faith to accept of him, so he will as certain- 
ly give them repentance to turn to him. Accordingly, it is the duty of 
every gospel hearer to be continually waiting upon Christ for this grace, 
and seeking it from him. “ Him hath God exalted with his right hand to 
be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins.” Acts v. 31.* 





* It is believed the following extract from the writings of the Rev Ralph Erskine, as given 
in Gospel Truth, page 293, will set this matter in a true light. Under the head, “ Faith and 
repentance nota condition of salvation,’’ Mr. E. says: 

“« This they cannot be, as they are leading parts of it. By grace ye are saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; and Christ is exalted to give repentance. 
None are saved without faith and repentance, because all that are saved of the Lord are saved 
thereunto; they are saved from unbelief, and brought unto faith; saved from impenitency, and 
brought to repentance. Faith and repentance are the beginnings of this salvation, and salva- 
tion cannot be completed without having a beginning: but both beginning and end are what 
God gives for his name’s sake. 

Faith and repentance are evangelically distinguished. These graces are to be considered 
three ways: 

1. As they are conditions, I mean, made so by men, they belong to the covenant of works, 
which is the conditional covenant, and though the covenant of works required nothing less 
than perfection as its condition, nor accepts of repentance, yet men make a new covenant of 
works to themselves, when they make faith and repentance the conditions of life. Now, as 
conditions of life we have nothing ado with them, for the only condition of our eternal life is 
Christ’s obedience unto God. 

2. Consider them as duties, and thus they belong to the moral law in the hand of Christ, and 
the dispensation of the gospel, or to the gospel largely taken, which comprehends all the duties 
of the moral law; and in this sense we are still under obligation to do these duties—for Christ 
came not under the law as a rule, to dissolve our obligation to obedience to it; though he came 
under the law as a covenant, to dissolve our obligation to it as a condition of life. 

3. If you consider them as graces, then they belong to the gospel, strictly so called, for 
they are both promises thereof, even as all grace and glory are promised therein. 

spel repentance is not necessarry in order to justification. We hear a great deal of 
noise made about the necessity of gospel repentance, before, and in order to puntoction, and 
that even as a condition and qualification. Here is, indeed, a new scheme of divinity, of which 
there is no foundation in our standards of doctrine. It is true, repentance is so necessary that 
none can expect pardon without it. That legal repentance, or humiliation, and conviction, 
and sense of sin, does go before justification in order of divine operation, is plain, and that 
habi-ual sanctification, or regeneration, and the infusing of all grace into the soul, is previous, 
is not denied; but that gospel repentance, or any part of actual sanctification, is necessary in 
order to justification and pardon, I do not see how it is possible to maintain that, without 

ing into the Roman camp, and fighting with Popish weapons, and inverting the order of 
our text, 1 John iv. 19:—‘* We love him, because he first loved us;”’ making any part of our 
love to God necessary first, in order to God's first loving us. But sure God's method of do- 
ing will stand in spite of hell and earth. Why, say you, must we not repent and reform be- 
fore God set his love upon us? And ought we not to work up ourselves to something of this, 
in order to our obtaining the favor of God? Alas! for such ignorance, and such gospel-dark- 
ening religion, as is like to come in fashion in this generation. O! is not repentance as much 
the gift of God, and fruit of his love, as any other graces and fruits of the Spirit?’ Acts v. 
31, Christ is exalted a Prince and a Saviour by the right hand of God, to give repentance to 
Israel, as well as remission of sin.” 








: 
; 
; 
' 





re oe 








368 The Life of Mr. John Livingston. 


In conclusion, we have no doubt of Dr. B.’s good intention in writing 
and publishing the tract; yet taking it as a whole, we are satisfied that 
its tendency cannot be to subserve the interests of true and vital religion, 
or advance genuine piety. The Christian, who has experienced the sav 
ing grace of which it treats, can neither be edified nor comforted with 
it; the awakened inquirer cannot be rightly instructed or directed by it, 
and the Legalist will rise from its perusal more confirmed in his views, 
and farther from the truth than before. 


Arr. Ill. The Life of Mr. John Livingston, minister of the gospel; writ- 
ten by himself during his banishment for the cause of Christ. 


(Continued from page 341.) 


During all that time, from May 1632 to May 1634, I stayed at first 
some while in Killinchie, and not only had some private meetings in se- 
veral parts of the parish, but sundry sabbaths conversed with them, and 
ays in the church, and after one had read a chapter, I spoke thereon. 

ut finding I could not long be suffered to do so, I went to Scotland, and 
as I had done before, went from place to place, as I had invitations to 
preach, or to be at communions in those places where I had kaunted be- 
fore, and some others. My chief residence at that time was in the town 
of Kilmarnoc, with the worthy lady Boyd, and the while I was there 
I preached ordinarily on the sabbath once, being desired by the master, 
{ was also frequently in Lanerk with my father, and in Cumbernauld, and 
other places; and sometimes in Edinburgh, where were frequent private 
meetings of Christians. 

I never had of stipend, in Killinchie, above four pounds sterling by 
year, and enjoyed that but a short space, yet I bless the Lord I never 
wanted money to supply my necessities, and to bear my charges in going 
to and again. My father was not able to supply me, having a great 
charge of other nine children, whereof seven were daughters. Those 
from whom I got, at several times, supply of money, were, the lady 
Boyd, the countesses of Eglinton and Wigtoun, and the lady Innertail. 

During these two years, | went twice or thrice over into Ireland, to 
visit the parish and friends there. The last of these times, having come 
to Ireland, February, 1534, our friends in Ireland seeing no appearance 
of being delivered from the yoke of the prelate’s tyranny, had some mind 
to transport themselves to New-England; but resolved first to send a 
minister and a gentleman thither, to the governor and council, to try the 
condition of the country, and to agree for a place to settle in. And, ac- 
cordingly, they pitched upon William Wallace and me to go straight to 
London, and go from thence with the first ship in the spring, and return 
with the first conveniency. Therein I perceived, howbeit I trust the Lord 
did accept and approve of our intention, yet wonderfully he stopped our 
design: for had William Wallace come to me in Groomsport, in Ireland, at 
the time prefixed, we might easily have reached London before the first 
ship went. But he staying two days, taking leave of his family, all 
which time the wind was fair; so soon as he came the wind became con- 
trary for a fortnight; but after that we came to Scotland, and made all 
the haste we could to come to London. But the ships were gone—only 


three were to go within a fortnight or so. The first we met with who 
had interest in those ships, was Mr. Humphrey, who urged much that we 
should go with him in his ship. We told him we would advise. After 
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that, Mr. Belinham having a greater ship, oflered us better accommoda- 
tions : ; yet because Mr. Humphrey spoke first, we agreed to go with him. 
Had we gone with Mr. Jelinham, we had gone foreward; but Mr. 
Humphrey, to gain time to do some business, and to eschew some toss- 
ing at sea, did not go aboard when the ships loosed, but took us with him 
to Dorchester, that when the ships should come over against Weymouth 
we might go aboard; on a Sabbath forenoon, the three ships came to 
Weymouth, the other two went forward with a spread sail: Mr. Hum- 
phrey desired his ship to cast herself in the stayes, till we should hear 
Mr. White, of Dorchester, preach in the afternoon. We went on board, 
but by this means when a storm and contrary wind came on us on W ed- 
nesday night, the other two ships being past Lands-end stood to the sea, 
and we were forced to come to an anchor in Plymouth, and stayed there 
eight or ten days with contrary wind. During the time, William Wal- 
lace fell sick, and was both advised by doctors not to go to sea, and was 
somewhat averse to it himself; and our friends in Ireland had conde- 
scended that I should not go alone without him; wherefore we both re- 
solved to return. When we were coming back, | told him I apprehended 
we should get our liberty in Ireland; and accordingly when we came we 
found that we four who had been deposed, were restored by the deputy’s 
letter on May, 1634. 

Shortly after, on June 23, 1634, the Lord was pleased to call home 
worthy Mr. Jonas Walsh; | heard of his dangerous sickness on Sabbath 
afternoon before, and came to him to Temple-Patrick, about eleven 
o'clock at night; two hours after came Mr. Blair. He had many gra- 
cious and edifying discourses, as also some wrestlings; one time when 
he had said, O for hypocrisy! Ir. Blair said to the great company 
of christians present, see how Satan nibbles at his heel, when he is going 
over the threshold of heaven. A little after, 1 being at prayer “at the be d- 
side before him, and the word victory coming out of my mouth, he took 
hold of my hand, and desired me to cease a little, and elap ped both his 
hands, and cried out, Victory! victory! victory! forevermore; and then 
desired me to go on in prayer, and within a short time he expired, 

Mr. Blair and Mr. Dunbar were again deposed within half a year; I 
continued preaching, in Killinchie, for a year and a half, ull Nov. 1635. 
During my abode in London, I got acquaintance with my Lord F —" 
Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir Richard Saltonstal, Sir William Constable, $ 
Phillip Stapleton, Sir Matthew Bennington, Dr. Gouge, Dr. Sibs, Mr. 
Phillip Nye, Mr. Thomas Goodwin, Mr. Harris, Mr. Ross, and several 
others. i was often with Dr. Alexander Le ighton, who was prisoner in 
the fleet. He dissuaded us from going to New England ; ; and told us he 
was confident of the downfall of the bishops in Scotland ; which came to 
pass within three years: some other things he then told me, which, 
whether yet come to pass I know not. 

In June, 1635, the Lord was graciously pleased to bless me with my 
wife, w ho, how well accomplished every way, and how faithful a yoke- 
fellow, I desire to leave to the memory of others. She was the eldest 
daughter of Bartholomew Heming, merchant in Edinburgh of most 
worthy memory, whose brothers were John Heming, merchant in Ed- 
inburgh, and Mr. James Heming, minister at the Bathings. Her father 
died at London, 1624, and was laid hard by Mr. Jonas Walsh, and these 
two only of a long time, had been solemnly buried without the service 
book. Her mother, Marion Hamilton, was a rare godly woman, who 
had also three religious sisters, Elizabeth, married to Mr. Richard 
Dickson, minister at “the West Kirk of Edinburgh, after that at Kinniel ; 
Barbara, married to John Main, merchant in Edinburgh; and Beatrice, 
married to Mr. Blair. Her brother, James Heming, a gracious and 
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hopeful youth, died in the year 1640, and a while after, her sister Maniow 
after she had been some while married to Mr. John McClelland, minister 
at Kirkubright. Her mother, with her second husband, John Steven 
son, and her family, came to Ireland in the end of the year 1633. 

When I went a visit to Ireland, Feb., 1634, Mr. Blair propounded to 
me that marriage. Immediately thereafter | was sent to London, to 
have gone to New England, and returned the June following. Ihad seen 
her before several times in Scotland, and heard the testimony of many, of 
her gracious disposition. Yet ] was for nine months seeking, as I could, 
direction from Ged about this business ; during which time I did not offer 
to speak to her, who, | believe, had not heard any thing of the matter. 
Only for want of clearness in my mind, though I was twice or thrice in 
the house, and saw her often at communions and public meetings, and it 
is like | might have been longer in such darknes, except the Lord had 
presented me an occasion of our conferring together; for in Nov., 1634, 
when I was going to the Friday meeting at Antrum, } met with her and 
some others going thither, and propounded to them by the way, to confer 
on a text whereon | was to preach, the day after at Antrum ; whereon I 
found her conference so judicious and spiritual, that I took that for some 
answer of my prayer to have my mind cleared; and blamed myself that 
I had not before taken occasion to confer with her. Four or five days after 
| propounded the matter to her, and desired her to think upon it. And 
alter a week or two I went to her mother’s house, and being alone with 
her desiring her answer, I went to prayer, and urged her to pray, which 
at last she did. And in that time I got abundance of clearness, that it was 
the Lord’s mind that I should marry her; and then propounded the mat- 
ter more fully to her mother. And though I was fully cleared, I may 
truly say it was about a month before | got marriage affection to her; 
though for personal endowments she was beyond many of her equals, 
and | got it not till I obtained it by prayer; but thereafter 1 had a great 
difficulty to moderate it. 

In summer 1635, her mother and she went to Scotland, and | follow- 
ed; because on both sides we were to have the consent of friends iu 
Scotland. We were married by my father, in the West Kirk of Edin- 
inburgh, June 23, 16353; and though some told me some days before 
that Spotiswood, who was then Chancellor of Scotland, had given orders 
to a Mucer to apprehend me ; our marriage was very solemn and coun- 
tenanced with the presence of a good number of religious friends, among 
whom was also the Earl of Wigton and his son my lord Heming, in the 
house of her uncle John Heming, who did as great a duty as if she had 
been his own daughter ; and providence so ordered, that thereafter I was 
with him and his eight daughters, on their death-bed, and clearly dis- 
cerned in them all full evidence of the grace of God, I was also at the 
death of her gracious uncle, Mr. James, minister at Bathings. From 
Edinburgh we went over to Ireland, and | remained in her mother’s 
house, being at the Iron Furnace at Miloore, twelve miles from Killinchie, 
because there was so little appearance I might continue in my ministry 
there. For in Nov. 1635, 1 was again deposed by Mr. Henry Lesly, 
called bishop of Down, and some while after excommunicated by his or- 
der, by one Mr. John Melvin, minister at Down; and for any thing I 
know, that sentence stands in such foyce as it can have to this day ; but 
bless the Lord, the curse causeless hath not lighted onme. And I have 
found since, the Lord’s blessing on soul and body, on family, name and 
goods. Yea, when, after the rebellion, 1 was sent into Ireland, in the 
year 1642, that Mr. Melvin was the first that welcomed me ashore, and 
professed his grief, that he had had a hand in-such a wicked act. Not- 
withstanding the censure of the bishops, I continued preaching every 
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Sz’bbath in my mother’s house, whither severals resorted. Where Mr. 
Blair also preached, for he and his wife came also, and remained in my 
mother’shouse. This winter perceiving no appearance of liberty, either 
to preachers or professors, frem the bondage ef the prelates; a minister 
of the north of Ireland, and some few out of Scotland, resolved to trans- 
port eurselves te New England. Others of eur friends being minded 
thereafter to follow us. We had got letters from the Governor and 
Counci, fail of kind invitations and large promises of good accommodations. 
We built a ship near Belfast, called the Eagle- Wing, of about a hundred and 
fifteen tons, and were minded to have set out ir the spring of 1636. But 
through the difficulties that used to arise in such undertakings, in pre- 
paring the ship and our other accommodations, it was the September 
following, before we set out. We were all te go passengers, at that time 
about 140 persons, of whom the chief were Mr. Blair, John Stuart, pro- 
vost of Air, Mr. Robt. Hamilton, afterwards minister at Kirkubright, 
Charles Campbell, John Somervel, Hugh Brown, and several other 
familes and single persons ; among whom was one Andrew Brown, of 
the parish ef Lern, born deaf and dumb, who had been a very vicious, 
foese man; but when it pleased the Lord to work a change on several in 
that parish, a very sensible change was observed in him, not only in for- 
taking his former loose ceurses and company, but joining himself to reli- 
gious people, and all the exercises of God’s worship, public and private, 
and ordinarily mornirg and evening used to go alone to prayer, and would 
weep at sermons, and by such signs, those wko were acquainted with 
him understood, ke would express many things of the work of God upon 
his heart, so that upon his earnest desire, by the*consent of all the minis- 
ters who used to meet at Antrum, he was at last admitted to the ordi- 
nance of the Lord’s Supper. 

I was abundantly clear in my mind, that the Lord approved our inten- 
tion, and endeavor, and was as ready in making all sorts of preparation 
as any of the xest; yea, during all that time, Mr. Blair, and we that 
were in my mother’s house, spent one day in the week in fasting and 
prayer for a blessing to our undertaking: yet | often told my wife long 
before our outsetting, that it gave me in mind, we would never go to 
New-England; but J Jaid not so great hold on that, as after | found | had 
reasou to do. 

Finding it would be the end of summer before we could be ready to 
go, | went in March, 1636, to Scotland, to take leave of my father, and 
ether dear friends there; and went to most.of all the places where I 
haunted before, and found, in the midst of much mutaal grief, my heart 
efien well refreshed, both in public and in private. I came back in the 
end of April In August all the rest of the parish ministers were de- 
posed, viz: Messrs. Cunningham, Ridge, Bryce, Hamilton and Cul- 
wert 

June 30, my eldest son was born, and was the next day, after sermon, 
baptised in our ewn house. 

We had rauch toil in our preparations, and many hindrances in our 
outsetting, and both sad and glad hearts, at taking leave of our friends. 
At last, about the month of September, we loosed from Lech Fergus, 
but were detained some time with contrary winds, in Lochryan in Scot- 
land, and grounded the ship to caulk some Jeaks in the keels of the boat. 
Yet thereafter we set to sea, and for some space had a fair wind, till we 
were between three and four hundred leagues from Ireland, and so near- 
er the banks of Newfoundland than any place in Europe. But if ever 
the Lord spake by his winds, and other dispensations, it was made evi- 
dent to us, that jt was not his will that we should go to New-England. 
For we met with a mighty heavy rain out of the northwest, which did 
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break our rudder, (which we got mended) with much of our gallows-head, 
and forecross- trees, and tore our fore-sail, five or six of our champlets 
made up, a great beam under the’ gunner-room door broke, seas came in 
the round house, and broke a plank or two on the deck, and wet all them 
that were between decks; we sprung a leak, that gave us seven hundred 
strokes in two pumps, in the half-hour class ; yet we lay at hull a long 
time, to beat out that storm, till the master and company came one morn- 
ing, and told it was impossible to hold out any longer, and though we 
might beat out that storm, yet we might be sure, in that season of the 
year, to meet with one or two more of that sort, before we could reach 
New-England. 

After prayer, when we were consulting what to do, I propounded an 
overture, whe re »with | was somewhat perplexe d there: after, viz: “ That 
seeing we thought we had the Lord’s warrant for our intended voyage 
howbeit it be presumptuous to propose a sign to him, yet we being i in 
such a strait, and having stood out some days alre rady ; ; we might ‘yet 
for twenty-four hours stand to it, and if in that time he were pleased to 
calm the storm, and send a fair wind, we might take it for his approba- 
tion of our advancing: otherwise that he called us to return.” ‘To this 
they all agreed; but that day, and especially the night thereafter, we 
had the worst storm that we had seen: So that the next morning, so soon 
as we saw day, we turned and made good way with a main course, and 
a little of a foretop-sail; and after some tossing, we came at last, on the 
the third of November, to anchor in Loch Fergus. During all this time, 
amidst such fears and dangers, the most part of the passengers were very 
cheerful and contident; yea, some in prayer had ex ‘pressed such hopes, 
that rather than the Lord would suller such a company in such sort to 
perish, if the ship should break, he would put wings to our shoulders and 
carry us safe ashore. 1 never in my days found the day so short as all 
that time, though I slept some nights not above two hours, and some 
none at all; but stood most part in the gallery astern the great cabin, 
where Mr. Blair and I and our families lay. For in the morning, by the 
time that every one had been some while alone, and then at prayer in 
their several societies, and then at public prayer in the ship, it was time 
to go to dinner, and after that we would visit our friends in the gunner- 
room, or those between decks, or any that were sick, and then public 
prayer would come, and after that supper and family exercise. Mr. 
Blair was much of the time weakly, and lay in time of storm. I was 
sometimes sick, and then my brother, Mr. M’Clelland only performed 
duty in the ship : several of those between decks being thronged were sick- 
ly. An aged person and one child died, and were buried in the sea. One 
woman, the wife of Michael Culvert, of Killinchie parish, brought forth 
a child in the ship; 1 baptized him on the Sabbath following, and called 
him Sea-born. My wife went aboard with her son sucking her breast, 
being about fourteen weeks old, yet she had milk abundance for him, 
and to help others. Mr. Blair was much afiected with our returning, and 
fell into a swoon that day we turned back, and though we could not im- 
agine what to make of that dispensation, yet we were confident, the Lord 
would let us see somewhat that would abundantly satisfy us. Our out- 
ward means were much impaired by this disappointment, for we had put 
most of our stocks in provision, and somewhat of merchandize, which we 
behoved to sell at low rates at our return, and had provided ourselves 
with some servants for fishing and building of houses, whom we behoved 
to turn off. 

That which grieved us most was, that we were like to be a mocking 
to the wicked ; “but we found the contrary, that the prelates and their 
followers, were much dismayed and afraid at our return; but neither 
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they nor we knew that within a year, the Lord would root the prelates 
out of Scotland, and after that out of England and Ireland. 

Mr. Blair went and dwelt at the store in Belfast; others elsewhere. 
I came back and removed at my mother’s house, and preached each Sab- 
bath that winter, as I had done before. 


[To be Continued. ] 


Art. IV. The Secession Testimony abundantly consistent with Liberty of 


Conscience, in a Letter to a Friend. 
‘¢ The wisdom that is from above,”’ &ce. James iii. 17. 
Mr. Eprror—I send you for insertion in the Monitor, a letter of Rey. James Mor- 


rison, one of the fathers of the Secession. It is so lucid and appropriate an elucidation 


of the principles held by the first Seceders on the extent of the Magistrates’ power in 
revealed religion and national covenanting, that it seems to me a very seasonable docu- 


ment to be laid before our churches at this time, when some are finding fault with our 


Synod for their deed declaring themselves in union with the Synod of Original Seceders 


in Scotland. The coincidence of sentiment, and even of laneuagve between Mr. M.’s let 


ter and the Testimony of Original Neceders is striking ; and | think must convince every 
attentive reader who will compare them, that the Testimony of Original Seceders has 
advanced no new nor strange doctrine on those subjects in the SecessionChureh, The 
letter is as follows :— D.C, 

Dear Friend—It is a considerable time since I resolved on writing you an answer to 
your letter as what I judged myself called to in providence. Various things, howev- 
er, have prevented me from setting ebout it till now. The difficulty which my friend, 
and perhaps others, labor under, | imagine is in general this: The doctrine which I 
have advanced in the sermons on coyenanting, and on the acknowledgment of sins, 
concerning the duty of magistrates in matters of religion, is inconsistent with the doc 
trine of the Contession of Faith, and of our covenanting ancestors on the subject. LT al- 
lege, that the civil magistrate has no title to dictate to his subjects in matters of con- 
science—to control the proceedings of the established church, or to infringe the natu- 
ral liberties of peaceable dissenters from+it—whereas it is asserted in our Confession, 
(chap. 25, sec. 3,) ** That he hath authority, and it is his duty to take order, that uni- 
ty and peace be preserved in the church; that the truth of God be kept pure and en- 
tire; that all blasphemies and heresies be suppressed, 
worship and discipline prevented and reformed ; and 
settled, administered and observed ; for the better effecting whereof, he hath power to 
call Synods, to be present at them; and to provide, that whatsoever is transacted in 
them be according to the mind of God.” I assert ** that our covenants, in a religious 
view, could not be warrantably enforced with civil pains or punishments ; whereas our 
covenanting ancestors, whose successors we give out ourselves to be, enjoined the 
swearing of our solemn covenants under all civil pains.” 

As the above is an abstract of all that I maintain, having the least apparent incon 
sistency with the doctrine of our Confession or coyenanting ancestors, I imagine it will 
readily be allowed that I have stated the difficulty in the utmost strength thereof. In- 
deed, I was all along aware, that some such doubts might arise in people's minds, and 
therefore I laid my thoughts on the subject in such a manner as I conceived to be best 
calculated for obviating them. 


all corruptions and abuses in 
all the ordinances of God duly 


Some of those whose principles were esteemed high 
enough on the head of the Magistrate’s power in religion, are very well satisfied. But 
others, it seems, on the opposite side, are not so. 
which, I flatter myself all will acquit me— 

Ist. Of going out of my way in order to foist in a matter extraneous to the subject 
of which I was treating. If I had not found it nec cessary for the vindication of our 
principles, nay, and even of the measures of our reforming forefathers, particularly in 
the place with which I have a particular connection, I had never written a word upon 
the thorny subject. And, indeed, in no other view is there any occasion for me ,ddling 
with it, in our present circumstances, 

2d. Of publishing any thing inconsistent with the avowed principles of the Associ- 
ate Judicatories. If I be wrong, the whole Associate Synod, with all the presbyteries 


There are two things, however, of 
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and sessions subordinate thereto, are also wrong, as all the members of said Judica- 
tories are solemnly engaged, at their respective ordinations, to the very same doctrine, 
by the adherence which they then testify to Answers by the Associate Presbytery to 
Mr. Nairn’s Reasons of Dissent, with the Declaration and defence thereto subjoined. 
The whole of that valuable part of the scripture-testimony is full to my purpose ; 
particularly page 71 where it is said, ‘*The public good of outward and common 
order in all reasonable society, unto the glory of God, is the great and only end 
which those invested with magistracy can propose, in a sole respect unto that of- 
fice. And as, in prosecuting this end, civilly, according to their office, it is only 
over men’s good or evil works that they can have any inspection; so it is only over 
those which they must needs take cognizance of, for the said public good ; while at 
the same time, their doing so must be in such a manner, and proceed sc far allenar- 
ly, (only) as is requisite for that end: without assuming any lordship immediately 
over men’s consciences, or making any encroachment upon the special privileges and 
business of the church. And, moreover, as the whole institution and end of their of- 
fice are cut out by and lie within the compass of natural principles ; it were absurd to 
suppose, that there could or ought to be any exercise thereof towards its end, in the 
aforesaid circumstances, but what can be argued for, and defended from natural prin- 
ciples ; as indeed there is nothing specially allotted and allowed unto magistrates, by 
the word ef God, and the confessions of the reformed churches, but what can be so.” * 
If this doctrine hold, (and indeed it is the basis of that whole declaration and defence 
in which it is contained, the very hinge on which the controversy with the anti-govern- 
ment people turns ;) all that I maintain on the subject, follows of course, or rather is 
manifestly imparted in it. 

But I imagine, the difficulty which my friend and others labor under does not lie 
here. Iff understand you right, they are for ascribing as little authority to the magis- 
trate in matters of religion, as | have done. But they cannot reconcile what I have 
published upon the subject, in conformity to the above quotation from the Declaration 
and Defence subjoined to the.Associate Presbytery’ s Answers to Mr..Nairn, with the fore- 
mentioned section of the Confession or the approbation which is given of the solemn 
league period in the Judicial Actand Testimony. ‘Their scruple, I conceive, is with the 
Confession and Testimony. 

I shali begin with their difficulty about the Confession. And I shall, in the first 
place, remove some stumbling blocks out of the way, in the following observations : 

ist. That the Confession ought in justice to be allowed to explain itself; without a 

sole respect to the writings of the divines of the last century, as the undoubted sense 
ef it. Though I should grant, that some of the compilers of it at Westminster, as also 
some of the approvers of it in Scotland, retained a sad tincture of Erastian or perse- 
cuting principles, it will not follow, that the Confession itself contains such principles. 
At the same time, that every lover of truth must pay great veneration to their memo- 
ry; all who are but tolerably acquainted with their writings on other subjects, must 
have observed a variety of mistakes in them. This will not be called in question, 
That all their mistakes (or errors, if you will) upon other subjects are contained in the 
Confession, nobody will say. Yet as few, I believe, will venture to assert, that the 
wittingly and willingly contradicted that Confession which they received with so ee | 
joy and gladness. Now, why should it be thought that their mistakes or errors on this 
head must needs be contained in the Confession ? Why may it not be allowed, that 
they inadvertently published doctrines not duly consistent with the Confession on this, 
as well as on other heads? ‘To illustrate this by one instance,—it is well enough 
known, that some of the abovementioned divines maintained faith to be the condition 
of the covenant of grace; in such a sense as all Seceders, and even most Calvinists, 
will now allow to be very incautious, ifnot quite unsound, TheLarger Catechism, how- 
ever, asserts faith to be the condition of that covenant. But are we therefore to con- 
clude, that the incautious and unsound sense of the aforesaid divines must needs be the 
true and undoubted sense of the Larger Catechism on the subject? It is certainly but 
justice, that we should hear the Catechism itself: ‘‘'The grace of God is manifested 
in the second covenant, in that he freely provideth and offereth to sinners a Mediator, 
and life and salvation by him; and requiring faith as the condition to interest them in 
him, promiseth and giveth his Holy Spirit to all his elect, to work in them that faith, 
with all other saving graces ; and to enable them unto all holy obedience, as the evi- 
dence of the truth of their faith and thankfulness to God, and as the way which he hath 
appointed them to salvation.” It is thus _ that all that the Catechism means, is, 
that fuith, and faith alone, is the means of interesting sinners in Christ, the head of the 
covenant. And I hope, ere all be done, to show thet the Confession is as clear of Eras- 
tianism, as the Catechism is of Legalism. i =i 

Further, I am so far from thinking, that the writings of the forementioned divines 
are to be sustained as the undoubted meaning of the Confession on this head, that 1 
do not hesitate to say, that some of them are quite contrary to it, I shali give one 

instance of this, because it is to be found ina well known book, Mr. David Dickson, 
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in ins T'ruth’s Victory over Error, (if that book, as we have it, be indeed Mr. Dickson's, } 
lays it down as an error of Quakers and sectaries, to judge it anti-christian, ‘* that the 
civil supreme magistrate, with the assistance of the church and her censures, should, 
by his coactive power, force and oblige all his subjects to a reformation of religion, and 
to aconformity to the true worship, and sound doctrine and discipline of the church ;” 
and maintains, that ‘‘though it be the sinful practice of the church of Rome, to force 
men and women to be of their religion, which is superstitious and idolatrous ; yet it is 
not so to others, who have the true religion among them.” And he gives this as the 
very sense of the forecited article of the Confession. But are we therefore to think, 
that the Confession is Erastian, or that it warrants persecution for conscience sake ? 
Are we, because Mr. Dickson has put such a construction upon it, to believe, that it 
teaches us to imitate Papists, in forcing people to be of our religion: or, in other 
words, in forcing them to be hypocrites, (for forcing them to be Christians, or even 
sate members of the church, never can be done.) Nay, are we not rather to conclude, 
that even the aforesaid eminent divine mistook the meaning of the Confession, and 
taught doctrines for which it gave him no warrant or authority? It is very true, the 
Confession teaches, that such and such are the duties of the christian magistrate. 
Hence the aforesaid author concludes, that it cannot be but by force and compulsion 
that he must perform them. But this is entirely an addition of ns own—quite beside 
this article, and manifestly contradictory to the very next, as we shall see presently. 
There are other means, besides compulsion, by which all that is here ascribed to the 
magistrate, may be very well performed by him. Upon the whole, it is plain the doc- 
trine of the divines of the aforesaid period, as well as ours, is to be judged of by the 
Confession, and not the Confession by their or our doctrine. And hence I cannot but 
admire the providence of God, in so overruling the spirits of those who were employ- 
ed in compiling the Confession, that the mistakes on this subject under which it really 
appears they labored at that time, were not engrossed into the Confession by them. I 
cannot but look upon it as a proof of the Lord's eyes being on the truth, of the divine 
warrant for Confessions of faith, and (may I add?) of the mercy which he had in reserve 
for these lands. But to return, we observe, 
2d. That every part of the Confession, even as every part of the Bible, is to be un- 
derstood in connection with other parts of it, as it is only in this way that it ean be un- 
derstood in a consistency with itself; and special respect must be had to what is the 
primary scope of each part, in connexion with the whole. Now, though the primary 
intention of this section of it be, to declare the magistrate’s duty in reterence to reli- 
gion; yet it is in the first place asserted, ‘‘ that he may not assume to himself the ad- 
ministration of the word and sacraments, or the power of the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven.” This, at least, implies two things. In the first place, that as it is the duty 
of the magistrate, (that is, as I all along understand it, of the whole legislature,) to 
give positive countenance and encouragement only to the true religion; or in other 
- words, to give the legal establishment unto it, and to be of the communion of the 
church which makes a due profession of the true religion; so he can have no authori- 
ty to control her proceedings, because this would be equivalent to a taking the admin- 
istration of the keys of the kingdom of heaven into his ownhand. Inthe second place, 
that in this case, the judicial cognizance of what is truth and what is error does not be- 
long to him. And thus I think the established church is pretty safe. It is added, 
‘*Yet he hath authority, and it is his duty to take order,” &c., as formerly quoted : 
that is, he is to do so by all means that are lawful, or which are competent unto him, 
without going out of his sphere as only a civil head. For the meaning cannot be, that 
he is to do so by all the ways and means in which it is possible to be attempted to be 
done, because some of these are already in the first place carefully excepted. Further 
it is asserted in the very next section, that ‘infidelity, or difference in religion, doth 
not make void the magistrate’s just and legal authority, nor free the people from their 
due obedience to him.” From which it unavoidably follows, that infidelity, or differ- 
ence in religion, doth not make void a subject’s just and legal privileges, nor free the 
magistrate from an obligation to protect him. Suppose a magistrate, who makes pro- 
fession of christianity, turn infidel or heretical—subyection in all things of a eivil na- 
ture is still due to him. Just so; though a subject, who makes profession of chris- 
tianity, turn infidel or heretical, the protection of all his natural rights, life, liberty and 
property, is still due to him. This is a natural construction of this article ; and must 
be allowed to be the meaning of it, unless we would palm this gross absurdity upon 
the Confession, that more is requisite to make a subject fit to be protected, than a king 
fit to be obeyed. Now, as this is the unquestionable sense of this article, nothin 
can be meant by the latter part of the preceding section, but what is consistent wit 
it: that is, it cannot be warrantable for the magistrate to prosecute the duties therein 
ascribed to him—in the way of persecuting even his infidel and heretical subjects, 
while they continue peaceable subjects otherwise. And thus I think dissenters from 
the establishment are pretty safe. 
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$d. Though it were allowed, that some of the measures of the forementioned period 
savoured of attributing an Erastian power to the civil magistrate, and of persecution 
for conscience sake, it will not therefore follow, that the Confession authorized such 
measures. ‘There are mistakes in every admivistration, whether in church or state ; 
and our covenanting ancestors, however single and wise, were not infallible in con- 
forming all their acts and proceedings to the Confession more than to the Bible. It is 
easier to lay downa good rule than to follow it. Indeed the more I consider even 
what are sometimes looked onas the exceptionable measures of those times, I can find 
the less ground of exception against them. But surely it were the height of fondness 
to imagine, that they were all an exemplification of the Confession and other standards ; 
and consequentlyfit were the height of folly to judge of the Confession and other stand- 
ards by them, and not rather of them by the Confession and other standards. In so far 
as the acts and proceedings of a church are agreeable to her standards, they are good 
explications of them, as being a drawing of them as it were forth into life; but in so 
far as they are beside or contrary to them, they are rather a darkening of them. What 
a strange idea would one have of the standards of the church of Scotland if he formed 
his judgment of them by her present proceedings ? 

4th. Though the passages of scripture cited for proof of the aforesaid declaration of 
the magistrate’s duty, may appear to some to make his duty more extensive than it is 
asserted to be in the Confession—they are not to be understood as obligatory upon him 
in any larger extent than is represented in the Confession. The Confession, according 
to the nature of it, is the sense of those passages of scripture in all their applicableness 
to our times and circumstances. This must be allowed, unless we would maintain, 
that the Confession is chargable with a wicked mincing of the meaning of scripture, 
even in a most momentous duty. ‘The scriptures quoted on this article are mostly ta- 
ken from the Old Testament. Now, it is an undoubted truth, that circumstances un- 
der the Old Testament and under the New, are so very different, (as is explained to- 
wards the close of the first sermon on covenanting,) that no argument can be drawn 
from what was the practice of the Jewish kings to what is the duty of Christian magis- 
trates, except in so far as their practice was required by the moral law, the common 
rule to them and us. 

These stumbling blocks being thus removed out of the way, I shall now, in the se- 
cond place, endeavor to show, that the magistrate may do all that is here said to be 
his duty to do, without dictating to his subjects in matters of conscience, controling 
the procedings of the established church, or infringing the natural liberties of peacea- 
ble dissenters from it. It is sucha magistrate as is also a Christian, making a due pro- 
fession of the true religion, that is here spoken of. In order to a vindication of the du- 
ty here ascribed unto him, we shall consider him in this two-fold capacity, as a magis- 
trate, and as a Christian. 

I. He is to be considered as a magistrate, and there is no doubt but, even in this ca- 
pacity, it is incumbent on him to do whatever is here said to be his duty to do. 
All the difficulty lies in stating how far he is to go in doing it. Now, you will 
observe, I take it here for granted, (1st.) That he must not go beyond his 
sphere, as only a civil head. For otherwise he would act out of character, and go out 
of the station in which providence hath placed him. And the absurd doctrine, that the 
civil magistrate is head of the church, or supreme judge in all causes, ecclesiastical as 
well as civil, has been all along maintained to be quite contrary to the Confession. 
What cruel barbarities did our worthy forefathers suffer in the last persecuting times, 
for refusing to acknowledge the king’s ecclesiastical supremacy! And the Confession 
expressly declares, ‘that there is no other head of the church but the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Chap. xxv. sec. 6. So whatever authority the Confession ascribes to the 
magistrate, it doth not attribute an ecclesiastical supremacy to him. 2d. He must not 
claim authority to control or overrule the office bearers of the church in the discharge 
of their respective functions; nor take upon him, in order hereunto, to judge, when 
they are in the due and regulur discharge thereof, or when they exceed or fall short in 
it. Though he must judge for himself, in order to a Christian practice ; he must not 
presume to judge as a magistrate, in order to an impeding of them in their ministra- 
tions, or a counteracting of their decisions. The doctrine of ministers of the gospel, 
the servants and ambassadors of the King of kings and Lord of lords, is not cognizable 
by the civil magistrate as such, except in so far as it is of a seditious or injurious na- 
ture. They do not plead their sacred character as an exemption from his authority, in 
any thing that is cognizable by him ; but in things of a spiritual and heavenly nature, 
they are servants of another master, even Christ. Nor are ecclesiastical judicatories 
subject to civil judicatories, as courts of review. Neither of the two are subordinate 
to the other ; but both of them are supreme in their sphere, and in their own matters. 
See Acts 25: 10. 2Chron. 19: 11. Mat. 22:21. This observation is nothing more 
than the necessary consequence of the former. 3d. Religion is not entrusted to his 
care, as it is a matter of supernatural revelation; but only as the free and public pro- 
fession of it is the most precious natural right belonging to him and his subjects. Or, 
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in other words, it is not supernatural religion itself, but the liberty of professing it, 
that is committed to his charge. As the maintenance of it in the former respect, 
against all secret or open corrupters of it, belongs directly and chiefly to the ministers 
uf the gospel, with the ecclesiastical courts of divine institution : so the maintenance 
of it in the latter respect, against all that would mar or hinder the free exercise and 
progress of it, belongs directly and chiefly to the civil magistrate. The true religion, 
in all the integrity and purity of it, has a divine title to be maintained in a state of safe- 
ty from all hinderers and disturbers of it. ‘Thus, Cyrus’ proclamation opening a door 
for the pure worship of the true God, is for the imitation of all magistrates. In this 
respect, it is asserted in the second book of discipline, Chap. 10—*+ Although all the 
meinbers of the kirk be holden, every one in their vocation, and according thereto, to 
advance the kingdom of Jesus Christ, so far as lieth in their power; yet cluyefly chris- 
tian princes, =i other magistrates, are holden to do the same. For they are called in 
the scripture, nourishers of the kirk; for so much as by them it is, or at least ought 
to be maintained, fostered, upholden and defended against all that would procure the 
hurt thereof.” See Isaiah xlix: 22, 23.—Thus, I say, the liberty of professimg the 
true religion is the proper object of the mayistrate’s care and encouragement. 


(To be continued.) 


Art. V. The Centenary of the Secession. 

[The following article is copied from the Edinburgh Presbyterian Magazine, for Jan. 
1834, with which Dr. McCrie is supposed to be connected. Arrangements have been 
made by which we expect to receive this work regularly hereafter, together with the 
Theological Magazine, published under the auspices of the United Secession Church. 
Should we not be disappointed in the reception of these works, it is believed they will 
enable us to give additional interest to the pages of the Religious Monitor. The reader 
will probably be no less surprised at the manner in which the Centenary of the Se- 
cession was celebrated at Edinburgh, than at the heterogeneous materials engaging in 
the celebration. And some will probably be led, by reading this account, to indulge 
the fear that the great body of the Secession Church in Scotland is no longer what it 
once was. } 


On the 6th of December in the year 1733, the first four seceding ministers, Messrs. 
Erskine, Wilson, Moncrieff, and Fisher, formed themselves into a Presbytery, and 
‘raised the standard of the secession. With many tears, and fastings, and prayers, 
were the foundations of this building laid. ‘Though, in common with many of their 
brethren, they had long groaned under the evils and the defections of the Established 
Church, still they had clung in fond attachinent to her communion, and would, in all 
likelihood, have continued to do so, had they not been tyrannically expelled by the 
prevailing party in the Supreme Court, and denied all ministerial freedom in testifying 
against her corruptions. ‘Ihe step which they felt themselves compelled to take in- 
volved the renunciation, not only of temporal advantages, but of the dearest ties and 
the holiest associations. To burst the bonds of ministerial and Christian fellowship— 
to bear the responsibility of erecting a separate communion—to endure the reproaches, 
the censures, the calumnies of those whom they had left ;—such were the sacrifices and 
trials to which they submitted by adopting this decisive course. ‘The reluctance which 
they felt to encounter them, though overcome by a high sense of duty, and rendered 
less painful in the final struggle by their being forcibly ejected from ministerial com- 
munion with the national church, is still sufficiently visible in their published acts 
about this period. ‘‘ Notwithstanding,” say they, in their deed of secession, Novem- 
ber 16, 1733, ‘‘ notwithstanding of our being cast out from ministerial communion with 
the Established Church of Scotland, we still hold communion with all and every one 
who desire with us to adhere to the principles of the true presbyterian covenanted 
Church of Scotland, in her doctrine, worship, government and discipline. But in re- 
gard the prevailing party in this established church who have now cast us out, are car- 
rying on a course of defection from our reformed and covenanted principles, &c. ; there- 
fore we do protest that we are obliged to make a secession from them.” 1n another pa- 
per, they repeat the statement, ‘‘ We have made a secession from the prevailing par- 
ty—our secession is not from the Church of Scotland.” With this noble testimony they 
went out; and though invited to return, it was under such restrictions, and with so 
little prospect of seeing the evils of which they complained either properly testified 
against or removed while they remained in the church, they deemed themselves called 
upon in providence to maintain the advantage which their separate standing afforded 
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them of testifying with all freedom, and in a judicial capacity, for the work of the RKe- 
formation. Still, however, they took every opportunity to declare that they were not 
dissenters from the constitution of the church; and there was no charge from which 
they were more anxious to vindicate themselves, than that of being schismatics and sec- 
tarians. They hated the very garment spotted with this corruption; they testified, 
wrote, preached and prayed against it. And it was their dearest wish that a change 
in the administration of the establishment might afford them an opportunity of wiping 
off the slander, by returning to the bosom of the chureh, fren which nothing but dire 
necessity had driven them. It need only be observed farther, that, in their Acts for 
Fasting, many of which they issued, and which their successors, till of Iate years, con- 

tinued to issue, they bewailed, in the most sincere sorrow, the perseverance of the 

Church of Scotland in her defections, which rendered the continuance of Secession 

still necessary, and even added to the strength of its original grounds othey causes of 
lamentation. 

On the 10th of December 1833, there was held, in the Waterloo Hotel, Edinburgh, 
8 convivial meeting ot ministers and private gentlemen, to celebtate the Centenary of 
the Secession. Dr. John Brown was in the chair, supported by Dr. Jameison and Dr. 

Vardlaw: Dr. John Ritchie acted as croupier. After prayer—we beg pardon—after 
the cloth was removed, and the healths of the royal family being drank with all due 
honours, Dr. Brown, in a neat and appropriate speech, introduced the toast of the day- 
In the course of his speech, the reverend Doctor took occasion to allude to the very 
different aspect presented by the great body of the Secession in the present day from 
that assumed by the original Seceders. ‘* The fathers of the Secession,” he observed, 
**seem to have expected it to terminate when reform should be effeeted in the Nation- 
al Church ; but he believed the majority of their descendents had made up their minds 
to the greater probability of this event taking place by a dissolution of the National 
Establishment.” (Cheers.) He then proceeded to express his hope and belief that 
the name of the Secession Church would be merged, first, into that of the United Presby- 
terian Church of Scotland, and next, into that of the Church of Christ in Scotland. The 
reverend gentleman then proposed a toast, ‘*The Secession, and may it last as long as 
there is any need for it, and no longer.” (Renewed cheering.) He was followed by 
Dr. Ritchie, who, after some ineffectual floundering about Establishments, ended by 
observing, that ‘‘ he would not say more, recollecting, as he did, the building on the 
other side of the street,’ (meaning, it was supposed, the jail,) and by proposing, ‘“The 
memory of the founders of the Secession, Messrs. Wilson, Erskine, Moncrieff and 
Fisher !” which toast was drank in solemn silence. 

Thereafter, the health of Dr. Wardlaw having been toasted, that reverend gentle- 
man, after acknowledging that he himself had, in the days of his ignorance, been @ 
Seceder, but had seen it his duty to turn an Independent, hinted, in no very obscure 
terms, that he hoped to see them all, ina short time, following his example. ‘*I rejoice,” 
he said, ‘‘that the Seceders have now become, to so large an amount, DisseNTERS.”— 
With the view of hastening this consumation, we told them what his views of church- 
communion were, which, if we may judge from his brief confession of faith, must have 
presented to his admiring auditors a tempting paradise of Independent sweets, a rich 
and rare combination of charity and fidelity, pliability and firmness, suggesting a capi- 
tal scheme for filling their own churches at the expense of others—all prizes and no 
blanks! ‘I confess,” said the Doctor, ‘‘that in the matter of churclk communion, [ 
was never able to lay down to myself any other rule than this, that I cannot refuse to 
have fellowship with an individual on earth with whom I expect to have fellowship in 
heaven. At the same time there may be causes to keep us asunder while we are one in 
heart; but I would cheerfully have communion with an individual, though I could not 
with the church of which he is a member; and while I do this, I give to the Christian 
world a proof of love to the individual, though not of approbation to his corrupt sys- 
tem.”—In other words, Dr. Wardlaw, would be most happy to admit any individual of 
the present company to his communion-table and church in Glasgow ; but catch him 

oing to any of theirs! Suppose some worthy scion of the Secession, warmed by the 
Boctor’s eloquence and the hilarity of the table, had spoken up to the following effect, 
‘* Well, my dear Doctor, you have made a convert of me this moment to your princi- 
ples : I mean henceforth to lay down to myself the rule of admitting any individual to 
my fellowship on earth with whom I expect to have fellowship in heaven ; you are cer- 
tainly one of that number : will you come and join with me and my flock next Sabbath, 
and be so good as bring along with you any of your friends ?—I shall be happy to re- 
ceive them on your recommendation.” ‘‘ Ah! my dear Sir,” would the Doctor reply, 
‘that is another story; I said ] would be glad to see any of you coming to my cha- 
pel, not that I would come to yours. You belong to a corrupt system, which I am hap- 

y to find you in the way of reforming, but until you bring your churches into a per- 

t agreement with mine, in other words, become out and out Independents, I can 
han have no communion with you.” Here we may suppose Dr, Ritchie, or some oth- 
er wag, to interpose by eagneope that the Doctor’s charity was something like the 
jawyer’s swelled jaw, all on one side. 
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The subject, however, is really to serious for laughter. We cannot, indeed, trust 
ourselves to speak of the exhibition we have described in the terms, which it deserves, 
—an exhibition which kas filled the bosoms of all sensible and reflecting men with 
mingled feelings of astonishment and disgust. We say nothing of the unseemly ex- 
ample set by a body of grave divimes, meeting in a tavern, and discussing the most 
solemn of subjects in the midst of the excitement and merriment of a public feast. 
We say nothing of the palpable incongruity of Seceder ministers, (if such they are 
now to be cailed) some of them too members of Temperance Societies, countenancing 
some of the most foolish, if not positively sinful, ceremonies of the festive board, and 
repeatediy pledging, in bumpers of wine, the memories of our reforming ancestors! 
We say nothing of the strange selection of such an occasion as the anniversary of the 
Secession for launching violent invectives against the Church of Seotland. We can 
say nothing, from absolute and unabated surprise, at the infatuation which could 
convert into an occasion of feasting and rejoicing, what had ever before been matter of 
penitential fasting ; and at the effrontery which could Jead men, with such sentiments 
in their mouths, to drag in, as parties in their unhallowed orgies, the names of our 
departed worthies, whose spirits may be justly supposed to have looked down on their 
doings with mingled pity and indignation. 


Art. Vi. Correspondence between the Lords and Commons in the Par- 
fiament in England, and the General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land ; also between said Assembly and the Assembly of Divines met at 
Westminster, 1643—1648. , 


(Continued from page 320.) 
Letter from the Synod of Divines in the Kirk of England to the Gencral Assembly. 


Right honorable, right reverend and dearly beloved Brethren in Jesus Christ,—The blessing 
and comfort of that inviolable union which our gracious God hath vouchsafed to both churches 
and nations, gave us opportunity, the last year, to breathe out some of our sighs into your 
compassionate bosoms; and such have been the soundings of your bowels, as have oftered vio- 
lence to heaven, by your effectual, fervent prayers, and breught many sweet retreshings to 
our languishing spirits by your pious and comfortable letters in answer to ours. 

This makes us studious of all means of acknowledging your tender sympathy, and of laying 
hold on all opportunities of repairing again to the same streams of consolation: for which end, 
as we cannot but confess, that in the midst of those boisterous waves wherein we have been 
daily tossed, we have met with many gracious and unexpected encouragements; so we mst 
needs renew our former mournings, and rend our hearts afresh unto you, with greatest in- 
stance for al] the assistance that your prayers, tears, learning, piety, and largeness of heart 
‘ean possibly contribute to your poor afflicted and still conflicung brethren. And this we the 
rather beg of you, who, having been first in the furnace of affliction, and are come out of great 
tribulation, are meetest to commisserate, and best able to comfort othersinany trouble, by the 
comforts wherewith you yourselves have been comforted of God. i! , 

It was in our desires to have presented to your venerable assembly, some of our dearest re- 
spects, in writing, by that eminently learned and much honored coimmissioner of yours, the 
lord Waristoun. But his departure hence was so sudden to us, and unexpected by us, that 
we could not have time, as his lordship can inform you, to tender by him such a testimony of 
our brotherly and intimate affections, as may in some measure suit with your manifold and 
most affectionate expressions towards us, when our sighings were many and our hearts faint. 
For such hath been your love that no waters can quench it, and such the undertakings of the 
whole kingdom of Scotland, through your furtherance, that we already begin to reap the fruits 
of all that piety, prudence, and valor, which at this day render your nation werthily renowned 
in the Christian world; and us, exceedingly straitened and restless in ourselves, until God 
please to open a way for our endeavors to make some more answerable returns. 

Toward this, our thoughts and hopes were to have made, ere now, some proceedings of our 
assembly legible in yours. But such are the continued distractions which lie upon our spirits, 
by means of the sad and bleeding condition of this kingdom, as have cast us inuch behind our 
own expectations, and hindred that expedition which the necessities of this nation, and the 
desires of our brethren abroad, do earnestly call for at our hands. 

Sometimes, through God's goodness, we have a prosperous gale. Sometimes, again, we 
sail like Paul and his company, very slowly many days. And even then, when we draw near 
the fair havens, some contrary winds put us out into the deep again. We walk in paths that 
have hitherto been untrodden by any assembly in this church. We therefore are enforced to 
spend more time in our inquiries, and in seeking of God a right way for us, that at length we 
may put into that highway, the way of holiness, wherein wayfaring men, though fools shall 
not err. And we will wait upon our God before whom we have been this day humbling our 
souls, until he lead us into all these truths which we seek after ; and we shall labor to be yet 
more vile in our own eyes, as finding by experience that it is not in man to direct his way. 

Those winds which tor a while do trouble the air, do withal purge and refine it: And our 
trust is that through the most wise Providence and blessing of God, the truth by our so long 
continued agitations, will be better cleared among us, and so our service will prove more ac- 
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ceptable to all the churches of Christ, but more especially to you, while we have an intentive 
eye to our peculiar protestation, and to that public sacred covenant entered into by both 
the kingdoms, for uniformity in all his Majesty’s dominions. 

Which work we carry on, against whatever difficulties are cast in our way, with more ease 
and conifort, by the great sedulity and seasonable assistance we daily receive from your noble 
and reverend commissioners sitting among us: Their prudence will, we doubt not, sufficient- 
ly furnish you with more particular information touching our affairs. And here we cannot but 
acknowledge that the assiduous presence of these our learned and highly esteemed brethren 
among us, and their free and faithful contributing of their counsels to us, do oblige us much to 
a double duty ; the one of thanks, which we now heartily render to you, for sending to us such 
excellent helpers ;,the other of request,;which we earnestly make for their continuance with us, 
until the work be brought up to the finishing eubit 

Now, the great master-builder, without whose almighty concurrence, the builders labor but 
in vain, accomplish and perfect ali his own glorious work in your hands, and in ours, also to 
his own glory, the peace and edification of all the churches, and the comfort of ourselves over 
all our travails and sufferings. 

Your most affectionate brethren and servants in the Lord, by the direction, 
and in the name of this whole assembly. 

William Twisse, Prolocutor, Cornelius Burges, Assessor, Henry Robrough, Scriba, Adoni- 
ram Byfield, Scriba. 

Westminster, May 17, 1644. 


The General Assembly's .Inswer to the Right Reverend the Assembly of Divines in the 
Kirk of England. 

Right Honorable, right Reverend, and most dearly beloved in our Lord, we do thankfully 
acknowledge your respectful remembrance of us by your letters at all occasions, and not a lit- 
tle rejoiced to see that happy correspondence and christian communion so sweetly entertained 
amongst us, which is so acceptable in the sight of the Lord, so pleasant and profitable, espe- 
cially when kept and entertained betwixt kirks and kingdoms about affairs of the highest and 
most public cencernment and interest: We have nothing more in our desires than to enter- 
tain that harmonious correspendence, that christian sympathy and compassion, that sounding 
and resounding of bowels, which well beseemeth kirks and nations, united by a solemn league 
and sacred covenant, for mutual endeavors, by all lawful means toa further unity in that faith 
once delivered to the saints, and greater uniformity in divine worship, discipline, and govern- 
ment, according to the pattern. 

The case and condition of your bleeding kingdem is no less sensible to us, than if ourselves 
were in affliction with you ; but we trust all is working to your best, and to our Lord’s glory. 
‘That some of you have fallen, it is to try you, purge you, and make you white. If the Lord by 
those means be with that reformation of his ordinances, bringing also along that other refor- 
mation of hearts and lives, should it not be weleomed with all joy, although it be upon the ex- 
pence of blood and lives?) The Lord will turn the bygone rage of man to his glory and your 
spiritual good, the remnant of rage will he restrain. The Lord delivereth his own by degrees, 
he is with them in trouble, and delivereth them, and honoreth them. He who hath been sensibly 
with you hitherto, and upheld you in your trouble, will, we trust, yet deliver you, and honor 
you. The more ye sow in tears, the greater shall be your harvest of peace and joy, when the 
Lord, according to the days wherein he hath afflicted you, and the years wherein ye have seen 
evil, shall make you glad, and his work to appear unto you, and his glory unto your children, 
and the beauty of the Lord your God to be upon you, and shall establish the work of your hands ; 
yea, even establish the work of your hands 

We should prove both unthankful to God, and unfaithful to men, did we not held out unto 
you the Lord's gracious and powerful dealing with us in the like condition, and comfort you 
with the consolations wherewith we oursclves have been comforted. We were involved in the 
like difficulties—we had the strong opposition of highest authority set over two powerful king- 
doms, beside this of ours ; and the unhappy providence of our wickedly, wise and wary pre- 
lates, had done what in them lay, to make the ministry of this land sworn enemies to the in- 
tended reformation ; so that we walked in a very wilderness, in a labyrinth, and as upon deep 
waters, wherein not only did our feet loose footing, but also our eyes all discovering or discern- 
ing of any ground ; yea, we were ready to lose ourselves : Yet the Lord hath graciously rid us, 
and recovered us out of all these difficulties, and set our feet upon a rock, and ordered our go- 
ings. ‘The experience we have had in our own persons, affordeth us confidence and hope con- 
cerning your affairs ; and we trust this hope shall not be disappointed ; it is our duty to h 
upon experience, and it is the Lord’s word and promise, that such an hope shall not be asham- 
ed. It cannot choose but beget confidence in you, when ye shall consider, that ye have seen 
before your eyes your neighboring ship of this kirk and kingdom, having, as it were, loosed 
_ from your side, in the like or self-safe storm, notwithstanding all tossing of winds and waves, 

yet (not by might, nor by power, but by the spirit of the Lord of hosts ) to have arrived safe and 
sound to the port and harbor ; yea, and to have dared to put out again unto the storm, to con- 
tribute her weak endeavors for your help. 

We acknowledge your impediments to be great and many ; the sufferings of your brethren, 
the people of God, cannot choose but both damp your spirits, and divide your thoughts. Your 
walking in an untrodden and unknown way, must put you (though never so willing to go on 
speedily, yet) to take time and leisure to ask for the right way, and ye want not the opposition 
of some amongst yourselves, to whom, notwithstanding, we trust the Lord will reveal his truth 
in his own time. " Nevertheless, much honored and dear brethren, go on courageously against 
the stream of all opposition ; every mountain in the way of Zerubbabel, the Lord shall make 
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plain ; and as many of you as are perfect, be thus minded, that forgetting the things that are 
behind, and looking to the things that are before, you press hard towards the mark, as having 
before you, not only the prize of the high calling and recompence of reward, but also at the end 
of this race, these two precious pearls and inestimable jewels of truth and unity, and all the re- 
formed churches beholding and looking on, not only a3 witnesses, but also being ready to con- 
gratulate and embrace you. 

We were greatly retreshed to hear by letters from our commissioners there with you, and by 
amore particular relation from the Lord Waristoun, now with us, of your praise-worthy pro- 
ceedings, and of the great good things the Lerd hath wrought among you and for you. Shall 
it seem a siall thing in our eyes, that the covenant (the teundation of the whole work) is ta- 
ken ? That that antichristian prelacy, with all the train thereof, is extirpated ? That the door 
of a right entry unto faithful shepherds is opened ; many corruptions, as altars, images, and 
other monuments of idolatry and superstition removed, defaced and abolished ; the service-book 
in many places forsaken, and plain and powerful preaching set up; the great organs at Pauls 
and Peters taken down ; that the Royal Chapel is purged and reformed, sacraments sincerely 
administered, and according to the pattern in the mount; that your colleges, the seminaries of 
your kirk; are planted with able and sincere professors ? That the good hand of God hath 
called and kept together so many pious, grave, and learned divines for so long a time, and dis- 
posed their hearts to search his truth by their freyuent humiliations, continual prayers, and 
Jearned and peaceable debates ? Should not all, and each one of these, stir up our souls to 
bless the Lord, and render both you and us confident, that he who hath begun the good work, 
will perfect it, and put the copestone upon it; that the beauty of a perfected work may shine 
to all nations, and we may say and shout, grace, wrace, unto it; that the time may be when 
full liberty and leisure shall be to all the builders of the house of God, to give themselves, with 
both their hands to the building up and edifying the people of God in these things that belong 
to life and godliness, to the making of them wise to salvation, and thoroughly furnished to ev- 
ery good work, and when the Lord shall delight to dwell more familiarly, and to work more 
powerfully in, and by his thoroughly purified ordinances? That you afflicted and tossed with 
tempests and not comforted, shall have your stones laid with fair colors, your foundation with 
saphires, your children shall be taught of God, and shall have great peace, and no weapon 
framed against you shall prosper, and every tongue that riseth against you in judgment shall 
be condemned ; that the Lord will awake as in the ancient days, as in the generation of old; 
that the redeemed of the Lord shall come unto Zion with singing, and sorrow and mourning 
shall flee away. 

And as we are confident that the Lord who heareth prayer, and hath promised to guide his 
servants in all truth, will bring your labors to a comfortable conclusion. So do all the reform- 
ed kirks, and the kirk, of Scotland above all others extremely long for the taste of the fruits of 
their pious labors and continual pains. And so much the more, that we have suspended some 
material determinations amongst ourselves, upon expectation of uniformity ; and that in the 
mean time so many scandalous papers come to our view, and to the hands of the people here, 
for liberty of conscience, toleration of sects, and such practices as are contrary to the doctrine, 
government and peace ofall the reformed kirks. For stopping and suppressing whereof, as 
we doubt not, but your wisdom, and the authority of the honorable Houses of Parliament will 
use some more efiectual means ; so do we hope that your determinations shall carry such evi- 
dence of divine truth and demonstration of the spirit, that those unhappy clouds of darkness 
shall be so scattered, that they shall be no more gathered nor appear hereafter, to the dishonor 
of God, the prejudice of his truth, and the scandalizing of so many souls for which Christ hath 
died. 

We do with hearty thankfulness resend all the kindness and respect you have shown to our 
commissioners, and your high esteem of them in love for the worksake ; although their pre- 
sence here would be very comfortable unto us, very steadable to the public, and necessary in 
respect of their great and important particular charges and stations ; yet do we willingly dis- 
pense with all, yea, nothing shall be too dear unto us, so that this work be finished wal a 
and Jerusalem made the glory and praise of the whole carth: because of the house of the Lord 
our God we will seck her good. For our brethren and companions’ sake, we will now say, 
peace be within her walls, prosperity within her palaces. 

Subscribed in name of the General Assembly of the kirk of Scotland, by the Moderator of 
the Assembly. Edinburgh, Jane 4, 1644. 





Art. VII. Commission of Synod. 


Mr. Epiror—I am directed to communicate to you, for insertion in the Monitor, the fol- 
lowing proceedings of the Board of Directors of the Theological Seminary, for the information 
of the several presbyteries and congregations interested, you will please give it a place in 

our pages. 
7 Ata ostiog of the Board of Directers of the Theological Seminary of the Associate Church, 
on the 26th of March, 1834, the following named students having completed the full term of 
study, were directed to be taken on trial for license, viz: Messrs. John S. Easton and Alex- 
ander T. McGill, by the Presbytery of Philadelphia; Mr. Thomas S. Kendall, by the Presbyte- 
ry of Miami, and Mr. James Patterson by the Presbytery of Chartiers. 

A scale of appointments extending to the meeting of Synod in October, was adopted as fol- 
lows, viz : 

Mr. Easton, (in case of license) in the Presbytery of Philadelphia, July, August. Albany, 

September. 











RY Anniversaries. 


Mr. McGill, Philadelphia, till meeting of Synod. 

Mr. Kendall, Miami, till meeting of Synod. 

Mr. Patterson, Ohio, July ; Muskingum, August, September. 

Mr. David Thompson, having been hcensed by the Presbytery of Chartiers in the month of 
March last, was appointed to the Presbytery of Muskingum, April and May ; Ohio, June, and 
Miami, July, August and September. 

By order of the Board. 
THOMAS HANNA, Sec’y. 

P. S. For the information of all concerned, I may add that the new building for the Theolo- 
gical Seminary, now in progress, is expected to be in complete readiness for the reception of 
the professors and students at the commencement of the next session. 


T, HANNA. 


Art. VIII. Something like Irvingism. 


At a recent meeting in Cortland Co., N. Y., a young man addressed a large assemblage, 
which was before him, with great vehemence and fluency. He declared the following doc- 
trines. 


‘¢ That there was not a single church of Christ upon earth, and that the churches (so called, ) 
as they now exist, are anti-christ, possessing all the qualities of the mystical Babylon. That 
there had not existed a true church sinee the decay of the primitive church the date of which 
however he did not fix. 

‘*That no church could be a true church which had a single imperfect member in it, and that 
all the present ministry were impostors. But that Christ had now appeared the second time, 
without sin unto salvation, and that this appearance was in him (the speaker, ) and in many oth- 
ers who had received him. Sothat he dwelt personally in them, their eyes being Christ's 
eyes, their ears Christ’s ears, and their tongues Christ’s tongues. That they were holy men 
as God is holy, so that they committed no sin, and that they never could commit any. 

“That Christ within them constantly directed them what to say, and what todo, and he 
vehemently urged all members of churches present to come out from them and receive Christ 
as they haddone. He was followed by five others, one of whom claimed for himself and 
his companions the power of discerning spirits; and another declared himself commissioned 
immediately from heaven to preach the gospel forever and ever. 

‘* Opposition was then challenged and any one individual to speak who chose. I (the wri- 
ter) availed myself of the permission to ask the following questions : 

** Do youconsider Paul as having beena perfect and holy man. 

** Yes, perfectly holy. 

** Was Peter a perfectly holy man? 

‘* Yes, perfectly holy. 

«* How then was it that Paul ‘ withstood him to the face for he was to be blamed.”’ 

‘¢ The first reply was, ‘‘ they were perfect in Christ Jesus.’’ But when I hoped for “ a de- 
finition of perfect holiness as consistent with blame-worthy conduct,’’ I was only answered 
by a torrent of ranting professions of their own sinlesness. One imdeed said he * had nothing 
to do with what happened eighteen hundred years ago.” 

‘« These people | understand are already quite numerous, and are increasing. There is a 
number of them in De Ruyter, several hundred in Delphi, some at Salina, Oswego and many 
other places. They claim the gift of prophecy, and 1 am told attempt to work miracles. 
Several of those whom I heard evidently possess some little talent, and are remarkably fluent in 
quoting Scripture. ‘They threaten us with an alarming progress of their heresy. Am | wrong 
in imputing the riso of this sect to New Divinity and new measures 7? I think not.”’ 





Art. IX. Anniversary. 


American Birnie Society.—Receipts.—The amount from all sources is $88,600 82; of 
which sum, $31,052 34 were from the sale of books; $3,303 62, from legacies; $21,891 80, 
ordinary donations; $27,485 22, towards foreign distribution; $4,867 84, from various other 
sources, detailed in the Treasurer's Report. 

Grants af Money to Print the Scriptures in Foreign Countries.—It was mentioned in the last 
report, that the Board had pledged the sum ot $30,000, towards promoting foreign distribu- 
tion, in case this sum was furnished by friends and auxiliaries. 

~The whole of the above named sum has been subscribed, and $27,485 22 of it paid into 
the Treasury. From this money has been granted towards printing the Scriptures at Bom- 


ba PPR EERE HETERO EEE EEE EEE $3,000 


At Ceylon. cccccccccseccssccceseccccvccccesesseseccesccessessccccsces 2,000 
Do. im Barmah,...ccccccccccccccecccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccceccccccs §6,008 
BOR Fh DIR ge cv ccescsecceccccectccccccnscectcctscovecocenecccesccsesonce =D 
Be ORS Be Bin ccc ccdcacurcvsscs édedctevecssicicececesnasese 


Do. in GS « new awed ewok ew ken FS dese 6b046s coe nveedaves hbGSyeactauseses 2,000 
Various other sums have been appropriated, making a tetal of $25,019 31 towards the above 


object. The ——- - =" will be disbursed as soon as paid in, and as many ad- 
ditional sums as may be furnished. 
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